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SPRING NEWSLETTER 2015 
 

The Old Rectory Museum 
 
The Old Rectory Museum opens for the summer 
season on Easter Saturday, 4th April 2015.  
Opening hours are 11.00 am to 3.00 pm every 
Saturday until October, with the possibility of 
opening for group visits at other times by prior 
arrangement with the Committee. 
 
This year’s exhibition is on Education in 
Loughborough and will include documents and 
old photographs from a number of local schools.  
Members of the public will have the opportunity 
to share memories sparked by the exhibition.  If 
you have material you’d like to contribute to the 
exhibition please contact Alison Mott. 
 
Volunteers to help run the museum are always welcome.  No special expertise is needed, 
just a few hours to spare on a Saturday and a willingness to be friendly to visitors.  Contact 
Vivien Law for more information. 

(See back page for contact details) 

 

Registered Charity No. 513032 

 

LOUGHBOROUGH ARCHAEOLOGICAL  
AND  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Founded in 1955 

 

Church Gate School early in the 20th century.  It was built in 
1825 to house 4 separate educational institutions and at its 
height housed over 400 pupils.  It was demolished in 1931. 

The Schoolmaster’s House 
associated with the Church 
Gate School (drawing by  
B C J Williams). 
 
Probably constructed in the 
same period as the Old 
Rectory, the house is reputed 
to have once belonged to the 
wool merchant Thomas 
Burton, benefactor of 
Loughborough Grammar 
School.  Backing on to Church 
Gate, it was demolished in 
1964 during the construction 
of Lemyngton Street. 
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LAHS Winter Programme  
 
The last meeting of the 2014/15 LAHS winter programme is to be the Annual General 
Meeting on Saturday April 11th.   

The meeting takes place at 7.30 pm in the James France Building at Loughborough 
University.  In a change to the previously advertised programme, the short ‘business’ 
section of the evening will be followed by a talk from Caroline Wessel of 
Leicestershire Archaeological & Historical Society on the forthcoming bicentenary of 
John Nichols’ History of Leicestershire. 

As members will be aware, there is ample parking available beside the James France 
Building and the talk takes place in a ground floor room. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seeking a business opportunity? 
 

 
 

 
 

Loughborough Echo, July 3rd 1914 

 

AGM followed by  

Nichols’ History of Leicestershire: a bi-centenary celebration 2015 – Caroline Wessel 

11th April 2015 - 7.30 pm 

(Room D002, James France Building) 
 

For more information visit www.loughboroughpastandpresent.org 
 

http://www.loughboroughpastandpresent.org/
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Archaeology and the fundamental interconnectedness of all things 
by Lynne Dyer 

 
In late 2012, when I responded to an advert for members of the public who were interested 
in the history of Loughborough to enrol on a 6-month course in Leicester on learning how to 
lead a guided walk, little did I know what was actually in store for me! 
 
At the first session of the course I felt like a complete interloper. Almost everyone else there 
was attached to a museum - The Old Rectory, The Abbey Pumping Station, The Space 
Centre, The GCR, Newarke Houses etc.  As a daughter of the grim industrial areas of South 
Wales, what exactly did I think I had to offer to people who might be interested in the 
history of our little market town – and probably knew more about it than I did anyway?  
 
To cut a very long story short, I may have known very little about Loughborough at the start 
of the course, but many years of researching significant (to me) areas of Wales, and endless 
hours of pouring over census returns and birth, marriage and death records in a quest to 
complete the family tree, all held me in good stead.  And maybe, just maybe, being a 
librarian by day was also a bit of help! 
 
So, I passed the tour guiding course, and have shared some of my knowledge on guided 
walks.  But when I read on Twitter about 18 months ago that some people viewed 
Loughborough as a rubbish town, I decided to try and do something to raise the profile of 
the town.  Thus, the blog – Lynne About Loughborough - was born. Each Sunday evening I 
write a piece about, or related to, our wonderful town, and share this on the internet for 
anyone to read. 
 
Articles are prompted by my own interests, by things people have said to me, by events 
happening in and around the town, and by chance finds. 
 
I know the Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society started life as the 
Loughborough and District Archaeological Society, and although I was daunted at the 
prospect of joining such a prestigious group, I paid my subs and showed up at meetings. 
Now, I know nothing about archaeology except what I’ve seen on television programmes 
like Time Team, and in truth, I have a bit of an aversion to getting dirty, but I bit the bullet 
and went on a field walking event.  I thoroughly enjoyed walking through a recently 
ploughed field looking for bits of debris that might be a flint arrowhead, or some kind of 
pottery. Problem was though, having been brought up in South Wales I could easily 
recognise slate, and had there been any granite I would have recognised that too, from 
regular holidays in Cornwall. But I didn’t find anything significant, and was really rather 
more interested in the 19th century horseshoe I spotted! 
 
So, if digging trenches and walking ploughed fields isn’t quite my kind of archaeology, then 
what is? 
 
Well, antique and junk shops are! Charity shops are! Second-hand bookshops are! The 
internet is!  So, I dig around all of these, looking for clues, usually about something specific, 

http://lynneaboutloughborough.blogspot.co.uk/
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but equally often just picking up things that might be of interest. Everything I see or buy 
helps me to build up a picture of what I’ve been researching into and helps me to 
understand more about social history.    
 
Take this postcard, for instance. A picture of 
Leicester, sent to someone in Loughborough and 
bought over 100 years later from Lichfield. To 
me, this is all hugely significant.  My journey from 
home to town takes me along Albert Street, and 
I’ve always been fascinated by the engineering 
factory on the corner. Research revealed that it 
had once been a needle-making factory, one of 
the ones run by the Grudgings family, at least one 
of whom died during WW1, and at least one 
other who survived (and whose WW1 diary is 
tweeted via the Carillon Museum).  And here I am 
holding a postcard sent to Flo Grudgings, an 
elementary school teacher and a member of that 
needle-making family. The card was posted in 
1903. 
 
And then, of course, there’s the Lichfield 
connection. Wasn’t Lichfield Cathedral once the 
cathedral associated with our town? And at least 
some of the current bells were cast by Taylor’s 
Bell Founders in 1947. It was Taylor’s, of course, 
who cast the bells for our beautiful war 
memorial, which can still be heard on Sundays 
when the carillon is played. 
 
I did a spot of volunteering at the Carillon Museum this year, just before my grandmother 
died. How strange then to learn at her funeral that a long lost uncle who emigrated to the 
States in the ‘60s regularly plays the carillon in his home town of Morristown, New Jersey. 
 

But, back to archaeology!  Earlier, I said I could recognise 
slate and granite, but perhaps I should also add alabaster to 
that list. I first met Ray State in the local studies library 
about a week after I’d written an article on spar ornament 
makers of Loughborough, so it was a real pleasure to come 
along and hear his talk to the LAHS just before Christmas. 
Curiously, also a couple of weeks before Christmas, we had 
a sale of unwanted goods at work to raise money to train a 
guide dog, and for the huge sum of 50p I bought this 
alabaster egg. I got the feeling people thought I was a bit 
mad, but I’m now so glad I did buy it! Needless to say, I 

The postcard shows Boulevard Bridge and St Mary’s 

Church, Leicester.  The text reads ‘Shall see you Friday 

– will write tomorrow if possible - Eth’ 
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have been scouring the shops for other alabaster ornaments, but I don’t think I’ll ever find 
any! But, who knows, I might yet be surprised … 
 
… as I was on another recent shopping trip looking for suitable Christmas presents. 
 
Imagine my total astonishment and excitement when I 
stumbled across this trunk. Ok, so it’s a steamer trunk, but 
not just any old steamer trunk! Fortuitously, the last 
luggage label had been left on it.  This trunk belonged to 
Charles Knight Deeming - latterly of One Ash House near 
Loughborough, and the former owner of both the current 
Odeon (aka The Empire, The New Empire, The Curzon, The 
Reel), and the now demolished Victory Cinema which once 
stood in Biggin Street on the site currently occupied by a 
card shop, Games Workshop and Bonkers.  
 
Ironically, I’m a little bit interested in cinema and theatre 
and had been researching the family tree of Charles 
Deeming. Unfortunately, at £165 the trunk was too 
expensive for me to buy. 
 

Finally, it was a visit to a second-hand bookshop in 
Warwickshire that led me to this publication, ‘Needle-
making’, and the list of places to visit in the back. This 
included Forge Mill Needle Museum in Redditch. This, of 
course, takes us back to the Grudgings family where we 
started, unless we want to explore these connections further, 
for Bordesley Abbey was on the same site as the needle-
making museum and there is a strong connection to 
Garendon Abbey and has been the subject of a community 
dig. 
 
So, our archaeologies are fundamentally interconnected, but 
I must stop here, otherwise I could carry on connecting for a 
very long time! 

 
 
 
You can read Lynne’s ‘Lynne About Loughborough’ blogs at 
www.lynneaboutloughborough.blogspot.co.uk  

 

http://www.forgemill.org.uk/forgemill.htm
http://www.lynneaboutloughborough.blogspot.co.uk/
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Ramblings from the editor 
 
February 2014 saw the launch of Loughborough History 
and Heritage Network, a collaboration between 
Loughborough University and Charnwood Museum, with a 
remit to support the preservation of the history of the 
area and to improve the public’s access to information 
about it.   
 
The Network’s website is dedicated to the memory of Ian Keil, former Chairman of 
the LAHS and, before his retirement, a senior lecturer in economic history at the 
University.  The website was officially launched on Thursday 18th December 2014 at 
an event attended by many members of the local heritage community.  You can read 
more about the launch at www.lboro-history-heritage.org.uk/lhhn-website-launch/.   
 
The History and Heritage Network is seeking contributions for the website, so if you 
have a story, photograph or a historical text which would interest the local public and 
could be uploaded as a feature, please do get in touch.  It’s also keen to promote 
heritage events in the area and welcomes information on these. 
 

Like Lynne Dyer, I also trained as a Leicestershire 
Tour Guide on the scheme based in Leicester.  At 
the time we were training in early 2013, the 
University of Leicester had just uncovered a 
skeleton in a city centre car park which they 
were becoming quietly excited about.  This week 
sees the finale to that particular archaeological 
story with the body, identified through DNA 
testing as that of King Richard III, due to be re-
interred in Leicester Cathedral.   
 
The 5-day, city-wide event is estimated to be 
costing £2.5 million to stage1.  On the flip side, 
it’s also drawing a lot of interest to Leicester.  
The exhibition in Leicester’s Guildhall alone 
clocked over 200,000 visitors in the few short 
months before it transferred to the new visitor 
centre2, and Bosworth Battlefield has likewise 
seen an increase in visitor numbers.  It’s been 
calculated that interest in Richard will bring in 

                                                 
1 The Telegraph, 7th August 2014  
2 Visit Leicester website – accessed 17.3.15 

The Statue of King Richard III in its new position 
beside Leicester Cathedral.  The Visitor Centre 
can be seen behind. 

http://www.lboro-history-heritage.org.uk/lhhn-website-launch/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/history/11018416/Richard-III-to-have-effective-state-funeral.html
http://www.visitleicester.info/things-to-see-and-do/richard-iii/
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around £14 million in tourism revenue to the city3.  If only we could discover that he 
stopped by in Loughborough for a sandwich on 
the way … 
 
Even those who disapprove of the pomp and 
ceremony of this ‘effective state funeral’ can’t 
deny that the tidying up of Leicester which the re-
internment has prompted is very welcome.  The 
day our tourist guide training took us to Leicester 
Cathedral we stood outside and commented on 
how dull, dirty and dismal the square beside it 
was.  I returned to the spot last September to 
discover the statue of Richard had been re-sited from his forgotten corner by the 
river and the area was beautifully landscaped and planted.  An improvement which it 
seems has been replicated in other areas of the City. 
 

I’ve recently been reading a number of fifty-year-old editions of ‘The Bulletin’, the 
original newsletter of the then Loughborough District and Archaeological Society.   
There is so much of interest in them, not least the beautiful line drawings by  
Mr B C J Williams, one of which is reproduced on the front cover of this newsletter.  
One thing which particularly fascinated me was the list in each issue of buildings 
which had been demolished during the preceding year, each entry giving structural 
details of the building along with information on where it had been located.  What an 
inspired idea that was, to record former buildings of Loughborough in this way! The 
entries often hint at the social history of the structures: precious information which 
would, I’m sure, have been lost to us without the dedication of the members of the 
Society who diligently collected it. 
 
Unfortunately it’s not within my power to resurrect that particular tradition in this 
newsletter.  However, overleaf is a photograph of the recent digging works at the 
former Loughborough Hospital site in town.  It can be seen from the photograph that 
a brick structure was uncovered behind the remaining, protected buildings on the 
left.  I am told that the builders believed it to be some kind of footing. 

Alison Mott 
 

 
Loughborough Echo, June 1914 

                                                 
3 Leicester Mercury, 12 March 2013 

 

http://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/Richard-III-bring-14-million-tourism-boost/story-18381439-detail/story.html
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A view of the former Loughborough Hospital site on Baxter Gate during recent clearance work, with the 

Magistrate’s Court in the background.  The site was being prepared for a multi-million pound cinema 

development which is due to open at Easter 2016.   

Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society is a registered charity. 

New members are always welcome. 

 
Publicity Secretary/Newsletter Editor:   

Alison S Mott, 16 Carington Street, Loughborough, Leics.  LE11 5NF 

Telephone 01509 210767  Email:  alison.s.mott@gmail.com   

 

Society Secretary:  

Sara Haynes, 25 Woodbrook Road, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 3QB   

Telephone 01509 232 953   Email: Sarahaynes1@aol.com  

 

Society Treasurer:  

Malcolm Hill, 22 Sandalwood Road, Loughborough, LE11 3PS 

Telephone: 01509 230 559   Email: MalcolmRHill@aol.com 

 

For volunteering at the Old Rectory Museum, please contact  

Viv Law on 01509 263247 or by email at viv.lawfam@ntlworld.com    

 

 

The LAHS Newsletter Needs YOU! 

Anyone can write for the newsletter and we accept articles of local interest which have appeared in 

other publications as long as they don’t breach copyright.  Handwritten submissions are also welcomed, 

as are photographs and illustrations for articles.  

Please support us by sending us articles and photographs! 

                                                                                                        Alison Mott, Editor 

mailto:alison.s.mott@gmail.com
mailto:Sarahaynes1@aol.com
mailto:MalcolmRHill@aol.com
mailto:viv.lawfam@ntlworld.com

