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SPRING NEWSLETTER 2013 
 

The Old Rectory Museum's 2013 Exhibition 
 

April 6th sees the opening of the new 
exhibition at the Old Rectory 
Museum in Steeple Row. 
 
This year's exhibition, put together by 
ORM curator Janet Slatter, is titled 
'Building Leicestershire' and features 
many new exhibits, including a 
number of decorative features 
removed from the recently 
demolished Warner Street School on 
Pinfold Gate, which are to be housed 
temporarily in the museum.  
 
The Old Rectory opening hours are 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. every 
Saturday from April till October. 

 
Annual General Meeting 
 
The annual general meeting - and final talk of the 2012/2013 winter programme - will 
be held at 7 pm on Saturday April 6th .   
 
The meeting will be in the James France Building at Loughborough University, 
opposite the Ashleigh Road entrance to campus. There is ample parking available and 
we have a ground floor room.   The business part of the meeting will be followed by a 
talk by John Carpenter, the 'Glass Slide Detective.' 
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Dr Ian Keil  
 
In October 2012 the Society was saddened by the news of the death of Dr Ian Keil, 
President of the LAHS and, for the last three years of his life, its interim Chairman, a 
role he volunteered for with cheerful good grace despite the limitations placed on 
him by increasing ill health.  It transpired that during the last few months of his illness 
Ian had prepared a tribute to be read out at his funeral, in order, it seems, to save 
anyone else the trouble of having to put one together.  This thoughtfulness is of no 
surprise to those who knew Ian.  Ever the historian, however, an awareness of the 
need to have the facts of his life recorded accurately for posterity will no doubt have 
played their part. 
 
Having listened to the tribute being read by Charles Oliver of the British Humanist 
Association, many agreed it was almost like hearing Ian himself.  His astounding 
breadth of knowledge covering a diverse range of topics, his talent for 
understatement and his self-deprecating humour, his consideration and 
thoughtfulness towards others and his passion for the subject of history - all came 
through strongly in the piece Ian had put together to soothe and comfort those who 
had gathered to mourn his passing.  Even Ian's role as teacher - or perhaps more 
accurately, as sage - is not forgotten and I'm sure I'm not the only one to view the 
last line as both a summary of all that he was and a message from Ian to us all.   
 
Ian was greatly liked and respected and is very much missed.  Our thoughts and best 
wishes are with Teresa and the wider family, along with our grateful thanks for their 
kind permission to reproduce Ian's tribute here. 

Alison Mott 
 
 

A celebration of the life of Ian Keil: 11 September 1933 - 17th October 2012 
 
Taken from the ceremony held at Loughborough Crematorium on 2nd November 
2012, conducted by Charles Oliver of the British Humanist Association. 
 
"Almost all the words in Ian's tribute were prepared by Ian himself.  Ian wrote these 
words for you to hear." 

Charles Oliver, celebrant 
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Thoughts about life and death 
 
This life has had its troubled and sad times but also there has been much joyousness. 
 
For the historian, death is a familiar, inevitable dimension to the lives of the humble 
as well as the prominent.  Few people can expect to be remembered for centuries, 
even as hazily as Alexander the Great, Alfred the Great, Shakespeare or Napoleon 
Bonaparte.  The most that we can hope for is that those who have met us and 
enjoyed our company, or learned from us, will comment kindly should our name be 
mentioned, 
 
Thomas Gray, the eighteenth century poet, expresses the wishes that we be 
regarded not without worth, but that also there will be a limit on those who come 
after us to pay respects for ever more. 
 

If I should die and leave you 
Be not like the others, quick undone 
Who keep long vigils by the silent 
dust and weep. 
 
For my sake turn to life and smile 
Nerving thy heart and trembling 
hand to comfort weaker souls than thee. 
Complete these unfinished tasks of mine 
And I perchance may therein comfort thee. 

 

The Tribute 
 
Ian was born on the 11th of September 1933 in Streatham Hill, in south London, the 
only son of Harry and Lillian Keil.  His family moved to Warminster in Wiltshire in 
September 1938 and Ian's first term at school began in April 1939 when he attended 
The Common Close Junior School.  The word 'common' was not a judgement on the 
pupils but a reference to medieval land use. 
 
Passing the eleven plus examination in 1944 enabled Ian to enter the High School for 
Boys in Trowbridge, a small country grammar school.  His teachers at the school were 
of variable characters and qualities.  The history master, Herbert Lambert, 
encouraged his interests in both archaeology and history.  The headmaster, Geoffrey 
Bucknall, remained a friend until his death. 
 
Ian was awarded the T. H. Green Open Scholarship in a competitive examination at 
Bristol University.  It was by chance that the University assessors gave the award to 
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Ian because the humane policies Green advocated appealed to Ian.  In the oral 
examination David Douglas, the Professor of History, asked him: 'which side would 
you have taken in the Civil War of the seventeenth century?'  Without hesitation Ian 
replied 'Roundhead' and explained that Oliver Cromwell extended religious and racial 
toleration even to Jews.  Ian did not know that David Douglas was an arch 
monarchist! 
 
Bristol University opened Ian's mind.  He realised how ignorant he was in the very 
first exam.  A course on Western Civilisation showed how inadequate it was to think 
of the past in narrow terms geographically, socially or culturally.  Living in Wills Hall, 
Ian met men who remained lifelong friends. 
 
In the final year a seminar course on the 'Lancastrian rule from 1445 to 1461' 
introduced new ideas and historical challenges.   
 
After graduating in 1955 Ian had his scholarship extended and started on a study of 
'The Estates of Glastonbury Abbey in the later middle ages.'  This led to the award of 
a Ph.D. in 1964. 
 
The thrills of research come unexpectedly.  Fourteenth century manorial account 
rolls follow set patterns and so unrolling one of them, it was a surprise to find 
attached at its foot a narrow item about 15 cm wide, 20 cm long.  This itemised the 
cost of building a windmill in Walton in Somerset.  Another undoubted rarity was an 
annual account for the Abbot's garden.  Three acres in extent, it had crops of 
madder, onions, garlic, an apple orchard and an area covered with nettles.  The latter 
were cut and fed to the cattle at the Abbey.   
 
One of the objects of Ian's and Teresa's charity has been Bristol University and 
particularly the Historical Studies, because life enhancing experiences should be 
available to other people.   
 
Obtaining the job at Liverpool University as Tutor in Economic History in 1957, Ian 
saw aspects of life that were not so easily seen in a city like Bristol. 
 
At Liverpool Ian met Teresa.  She was then a researcher in the Department of Social 
Sciences, housed in the former Bishop's Palace.  Her work took her to various 
industrial concerns on Merseyside.  But there were excursions with a group of friends 
to Bakewell, Chester and Rufford Old Hall. 
 
Teresa and Ian agreed to marry when Ian had obtained a secure job.  This was 
achieved by joining the staff of Loughborough College of Technology on 1 April 1962.  
Teresa and Ian married on 1 September that year. 
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Teresa remained the support of his life.  Teresa's kind of support for Ian is best 
expressed in Ursula Fanthorpe's poem 'Atlas' (read to the congregation by Ian's 
nieces, Janet and Katie). 
 

Atlas 
 
There is a kind of love called maintenance, 
Which stores the WD40 and knows when to use it; 
Which checks the insurance, and doesn’t forget 
The milkman; which remembers to plant bulbs; 
Which answers letters; which knows the way 
The money goes, which deals with dentists 
And Road Fund Tax and meeting trains, 
And postcards to the lonely; which upholds 
The permanently rickety elaborate 
Structures of living; which is Atlas. 
 
And maintenance is the sensible side of love, 
Which knows what time and weather are doing 
To my brickwork; insulates my faulty wiring; 
Laughs at my dryrotten jokes; remembers 
My need for gloss and grouting; which keeps 
My suspect edifice upright in the air, 
As Atlas did the sky. 

U. A. Fanthorpe 
 
Ian's grateful and affectionate appreciation of Teresa. 
 
The job at Loughborough combined with teaching duties in Liberal Studies and 
tutoring in the newly opened Royce Hall.  This brought with it a flat, centrally heated - 
a luxurious feature of accommodation in those days. 
 
On the Monday he met a colleague joining the same department.  When they were 
asked where they should base themselves, they were allotted a room at the end of a 
hut whose sole piece of furniture was a well-used dentist's chair.  John Angus and Ian 
adjourned to the staff room to have a cup of coffee and decide who would use it! 
 
Loughborough became a University in 1966.  Ian was selected by the new head of the 
department, Professor Cherns, to assist in the devising of degree courses that would 
make full use of the current staff and provide the basis for expansion.  Later in 1968 
one of the new staff appointed was Teresa, who had been working at Aston 
University. 
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Ian gained much experience in teaching history at university level, and one of his 
skills was in making the best use of sources for the study of Local History.  This 
interest he developed, and with other people he played a part in the writing and 
promotion of local history in Loughborough and district. 
 
It is always difficult to provide a crisp synopsis of a person as a scholar but Geoffrey 
Chaucer has captured the essence in the description of the Clerk of Oxford in the 
prologue to the Canterbury Tales: 
 

'And gladly would he learne, and gladly teche.' 
 
Loughborough may not be the architectural height of urban design but its people, 
past and present, gives much for the historian to understand and enjoy.  One of Ian's 
delights was the 1988 Ladybird book called Loughborough Past and Present, 
compiled with Wallace Humphrey and Don Wix. 
 
Ian had a view that it was important to contribute to the well-being of the work place 
as well as to the wider community.  He sat on key University Committees, Council and 
Senate, was Secretary of the Association of University Teachers, and held various 
committee posts in the Probus Club.  He sat for some years on the Town Team, an 
advisory body to the Borough Council, and served the Friends of Charnwood Museum 
as a committee member from its inception.  He was also a volunteer supporter of the 
Local Studies team in Loughborough Public Library. 
 
It must be said that he was not only a dutiful son to his mother and helpful nephew 
to his aunt, but he took delight in the lives of his nieces Janet and Katie.  In due 
course Katie's sons gave to him that perspective on life that only children can give to 
adults. 
 
This was a man who kept active and saw that an inward looking life was insufficient if 
life was to be a happy one. 
 
 

Addendum:   
 
The music for the celebration service was chosen by Ian, who wanted the service to end with the 
following words: 
 
'The entry was The Trumpet Voluntary by Jeremiah Clarke, recalling many degree ceremonies in 
which Ian was a marshal at Loughborough University.  The next piece was 'Jesu, Joy of Man's 
Desiring' by Johann Sebastian Bach.  It was played at his wedding and on some other occasions, 
including at his friend Peter Uzzel's funeral.  We leave to the ironies of 'See the Conquering Hero 
Comes' from George Handel's Judas Maccabaeus.' 
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William Stewart Moffat or 'Bill' - 23 February 1931 to 23 February 2013 
 
It is with deep sadness that we report on the death of Bill Moffat in February.   
 
Bill was a core member of the archaeological society in its early hey days.  Born in 
Northumbria, his early education included Hexham Grammar School.  Geology was a 
lifetime passion which extended into his historical and archaeological pursuits.  
Obtaining a B.Sc. at Kings College, Newcastle, this was followed by an M.Sc. by research 
at Durham University.  As a geologist, work took him to the Trucial States (now U.A.E.), 
the Gold Coast (now Ghana) and Qatar.   
 
In 1960 Bill came to what was then Loughborough College of Technology as its first 
Research Fellow and lecturer.  In the early 1970’s Bill was instrumental, with John 
Pickford, in establishing and developing Loughborough University's Water, Engineering 
and Development Centre (WEDC) - one of the world's leading education and research 
institutes for developing knowledge and capacity in water and sanitation for low- and 
middle-income countries.* 
 
Bill married locally Joan and had a son Andrew in the early 60's.  Bill's home was to be in 
Loughborough thereafter and he quickly became involved with our Society.  Between 
1961 and 1963 he served as chairman and secretary and worked on the committee for 
many years.  During this time he was involved at the Old Rectory, and brought his 
expertise to play with resistivity surveys and research on the Garendon Abbey site and 
elsewhere.   He organised many visits including to Derbyshire, Kings Lynn, Lichfield and 
Tamworth and enthralled many on the topic of Charnwood Forest.  He also ran courses 
for the WEA.   
 
Many including myself will always remember Bill for his very warm, open and friendly 
personality.  He never hesitated to give enthusiastic research assistance as a mine of 
information; and from his home with rooms full of floor to ceiling bookshelves.  His 
collections were all non-fiction - reality was far too fascinating he said to have room for 
'make believe'.  I once quipped that it was also good for insulation and a saving on 
wallpaper.  Space forbids the detail of his work at Loughborough University, or his 
amazing egg cup collection, and restoration of Land rover cars.  In retirement his life 
membership of the National Trust led to many researches and especially his help at 
Calke Abbey, ranging from pipes and boilers to ice houses and underground passages. 
 
Others have said of Bill Moffat; - his calmness when others might panic; - kind, 
courteous and affable; - a thoroughly nice man.  How lucky our society was to have had 
his support. 

Brian C. J. Williams 
 

*additional information taken from the WEDC Alumni Newsletter of 4th February 2013 - available online  
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In the middle - a history of Middleton Place 
by Lynne Dyer 

 
According to Charnwood Borough Council (2006) the area on which Herrick Road, 
Park Road and Middleton Place is built was originally mostly made up of trees: 
 

“The estate consisted of several fields, some 17 acres with fruit trees and 
hovels (presumably agricultural sheds), lying between Far Park Lane [now 
Park Road] and Middle Park Lane [now Beacon Road] ... It was divided into 50 
plots of about a third of an acre each.” 

 
In 1875 bylaws were introduced that specified room sizes and ventilation standards. 
This meant that the building of small, plain terraced houses, like those on Albert 
Street and Victoria Street, stopped and houses became more flamboyant, with 
elaborate bay windows and being built in a grid, with, what I would call a side 
passage, but with what you, coming from Leicestershire, would call a side entry. 
 
The owner of the land that was to become known as Middleton Place, died in 1878. 
Edward Chatterton Middleton was the joint owner of Loughborough Bank, with one 
Mr Craddock. The Borough Council (2006) suggests that Mr Middleton died leaving 
behind debts of about £10,000: this is an over-simplification of the situation, but as 
this is not the main subject of my discussion here, I refer you to Day (1986) where the 
matter is fully investigated, and to newspaper reports of the time (Times 1878, 
London Gazette 1878 & 1882), which make for interesting reading.    
 

In 1881 Mr Middleton’s debt was cleared 
by the surrender of the aforementioned 
land, which was then freed up for the 
building of houses, and by 1889 the first six 
houses had been built on Middleton Place. 
According to a 1901 map of Loughborough, 
Middleton Place was called Middle Park 
Lane, but people recorded their address on 
the 1901 census returns as Middleton 
Place. I suspect that the naming of the 
street was at least in part in honour of the 

previous landowner:  as well as being a respected banker, he was also a Justice of the 
Peace, Sheriff of Leicestershire, Paymaster to the Leicestershire Yeomanry Cavalry 
and laid the foundation stone of the cemetery chapel.  
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Numbers 3 to 13 
 

Numbers  53 to 59 
 

Numbers  61 to 67 
 

Build, build, build 
 
So, these first houses on the street were 
built on the shorter arm of Middleton Place: 
if you imagine the street to be like a letter 'r' 
then the houses were on the top line of the 
'r'. There were six of them, and they were 
numbered 3, 5, 7, 9, 11 and 13. There must 
have been some reason for this numbering, but I admit,  
that had it been me, I would have used numbers 1-11! At the time of the 1891 census 
all the houses except number 3 were occupied: if there were any occupants, perhaps 
they were away visiting relatives!    
 
By 1901 a further 14 houses were constructed, in three blocks of four and one of 
two, on the long arm of the street, the upright of the 'r'.  While these houses may 
have been built in about the same year, and all were characteristic of the Victorian 
era, each group had subtle differences from the others.  Some (numbers 53, 55, 57, 
& 59) were quite distinctive, with elaborate wrought ironwork above the bay 
windows, and church window-style doors.  Others (61, 63, 65 & 67) all had bay 
windows, were slightly taller than 53-59, with rounded arches over the doors, and 
with the house name carved into shaped stone above the door (Sunnydene, Lyndene, 
Rosedale & Avondale).  On numbers 77, 79, 81 and 83, the house names – Mystrayla, 
Jesmond, Danesford, and Cresford - were carved into a rectangular stone block. 

 

 
 
The final two houses, numbers 83 and 85, whilst still being Victorian, did break away 
from the mould of the previous builds. They were three storey properties, with 
rooms in the attic, decorative woodwork slats above the doorways, and ornate ridge 
tiles and chimney pots. Although the date carved into the stone between the two 
houses is 1900, the properties do not appear on the census of 1901.   
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It wasn’t until 1925 that more house-building followed, with the construction of two 
almshouses.  Numbers 22 and 24 were two bungalows, built by the Edgar Corah 
Trust. They were different from previous builds because, as well as being bungalows, 
with low roofs and pebble-dashed walls, they were built on the opposite side of the 
road from all the previous properties.  
 
Fill the gaps, please 
 
Rather like today, if there were a gap between 
properties, it was likely to be filled, and this was 
indeed the case in 1930 when a single property, 
number 69, was tacked on to the end of one of the 
rows of terraces. However, this still left a little bit of 
space, so, between 1941 and 1945, numbers 71 and 
73 - a pair of semi-detached houses - were built to 
completely fill that gap. 
 

 
 
There followed an hiatus in house-building on Middleton Place, presumably due to 
the restrictions imposed after the war which stated that you had to prove a need to 
build new accommodation, and even then there were serious restrictions on building 
materials. However, in 1959, after the passing of the Housing Act 1957, two pairs of 

 

Numbers 22 and 24 

Numbers 
75 to 81 

(left)  
and  

83 and 85  
(right) 

From left to right: numbers 45 to 51, number 69 and numbers 71 and 73 
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semi-detached houses (nos. 45-51) were constructed on the corner with Oliver Road. 
In order to accommodate the corner, one pair was set back, well off the road. 
 

A row of five dwellings (nos. 15 to 23), built in 
1977, was attached to the first row of six 
Victorian terraced houses that were built, on 
the short arm of the road. The juxtaposition of 
these relatively modern properties, with their 
obvious low ceilings and up-and-over garage 
doors, with the stately redbrick, bay-
windowed Victorian buildings is quite telling.   

 
Joining the dwellings on the less well-developed 
side of the street, in about 1986, was number 
26 - another bungalow. So, similar only in that it 
was a bungalow, but in other respects quite 
different, with its brick construction, different 
roof tiles and concrete and brick garden wall. 
This was the last of the new-builds on 
Middleton Place, at least, for the twentieth 
century! 
 
No more room? 
 
Over the years, and into this the twenty-first century, there have been a number of 
developments on the street, with lots of improvements and extensions. 
 
If you look closely at some of the earlier pictures you can see evidence of late 

20th/early 21st century loft conversions, rebuilt garden walls and changes to 
windows. 
 
So who lived on the street? 
 
It is unlikely that the occupants of the new houses built on Middleton Place in the 
early 1900s were the owners; most would have rented their property. It is interesting 
to note the types of people who were living here and how these changed as the 
street grew.  According to the 1891 census, when there were only five houses lived 
in, the inhabitants were not natives of Loughborough, with some coming from as far 
a-field as Mauritius! Amongst the occupations of these folk were a schoolmaster, a 
teacher of classics and a Methodist minister. 
 
In 1901 about half the people who lived on the street were from Loughborough, and 
their jobs reflected the industry of the time: there were people who worked in the 

Numbers 15 to 23 

Number 26 
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hosiery industry, an ironmonger and a blacksmith, as well as a nurse, a dressmaker, a 
watchmaker and several apprentices.    
 
By the time of the 1911 census, slightly more than two-thirds of the house-dwellers 
were originally from Loughborough, the rest coming from a whole range of areas, 
including Ireland, Scotland and Wales, Lincolnshire, Yorkshire, Lancashire, Derbyshire, 
Norfolk, and Staffordshire. The range of occupations they were involved in 
represented a cross-section of the community: there were several people living 
under their own means, and quite a number of the inhabitants had live-in servants. If 
you were to wander down Middleton Place in 1911, then, you’d expect to be 
sweetened up by the local confectioner, measured up by the local tailor or 
photographed as you perambulated! Other occupants of the street were engineers, 
apprentices, draughtsmen, joiners, and brick/tile manufacturers, as well as the 
Headmaster of the Art School and the Principal of the Technical Institute! 
 
Today, you will find schoolteachers and university staff, librarians, local government 
workers, NHS employees, landscape gardeners, and retirees living on the street. 
Some have been living here for many years, while a few are fairly new to the street. 
Interestingly, number 51 was inhabited by the same owner from the time the house 
was built in 1959 to well-into the 21st century. 
 
What does the future hold? 
 
We cannot know what changes will be seen on Middleton Place in the future.  A 
recent application to build a pair of semi-detached houses beyond number 85, where 
there are currently several garages, was refused. A number of loft conversions and 
extensions have been undertaken in the street. The owner of the land opposite 
numbers 15-23, which is currently given over to garages but which previously home 
to the town’s school kitchens, died a couple of years ago, and the land passed to his 
beneficiaries; so one does wonder what may be in store for this land. 
 
But, whatever may happen, the history of this street will be documented, through 
street directories, census returns and other sources, like newspaper articles, and this 
will help to put the present day and the future into context for its inhabitants. 
Hopefully, it will remain the quiet backwater that it currently is.   
 

A bibliography for this article is available by contacting  the editor. 
 

 

Do you know the history of your house or street?  Would you like to share the story with 
our readers and have it documented for all time in an issue of the LAHS Newsletter?  
Copy in any form is welcomed (typed or handwritten, posted, emailed or collected) and 
pictures can be scanned and returned to you.  If you're interested, please contact the 
Editor (Alison Mott) at the address on the back of this publication. 
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Loughborough Grammar School - Roll of Honour 

 
A special project to research Loughborough Grammar School’s Roll of Honour from 
the Great War is being undertaken by local writer Karen Ette. 
 
The front page of the school’s magazine, The Loughburian, from the autumn term 
1914, reads: 
 
“Since the end of last term, our Nation and Empire have been involved in the most 
terrible war the world has ever known. Boys at school are too young to fight the 
enemy in the line of battle, but they also have their part to play.” 
 
The Headmaster continues: 
 
“The duty of self-sacrifice is one of the needed lessons which we believe this war is 
intended to teach a Nation only too inclined of late to be eager for ease and 
comfort.” 
 
The Roll of Honour in the School Hall 
 
The 1914 article lists the early recruits and 
many of these names appear on the Roll of 
Honour that hangs on the wall in the school’s 
Hodson Hall.  Many  are also named on 
Loughborough Carillon and local memorials. 
 
The research project will honour these brave 
men today.  Each of those who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice is being carefully researched 
and their story included in a book together with 
school events of the time. 
 
Significant progress has already been made from school and local records, but much 
family detail and background information remains to be found. Perhaps readers can 
help here?  You can find the list of names at:  
http://www.battlefieldsandbeyond.com 
 
If anyone has family history, photographs, etc. relating to those Loughburians who 
bravely answered their country’s call, I would really like to hear from you. 
 
Contact: Karen Ette, M.A. Loughborough Grammar School at: 
mailto:k.ette@lesgrammar.org 

http://www.battlefieldsandbeyond.com/
mailto:k.ette@lesgrammar.org
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News Round-up 
 

So long, farewell to a valued friend 
 

The LAHS Committee recently bid goodbye to Alex Gasson, Operations Manager at 
Charnwood Museum and the Society's link with Charnwood Borough Council in 
respect of repairs and maintenance to the Old Rectory Museum. 
 
Alex joined Charnwood Museum in 1999 as part of the team responsible for getting it 
ready for opening and went on to see it becoming one of the most popular and 
successful small independent museums in the county.  In November 2012 he and his 
team saw the venue crowned as Leicestershire’s best Small Visitor Attraction of the 
Year at the Leicester and Leicestershire Excellence in Tourism Awards. 
 
Alex regularly attended LAHS committee meetings, despite it not being a 
requirement of his post to do so, and worked closely with ORM curator Janet Slatter 
on a number of projects, including the commissioning of the retractable bollard 
which has had such a positive effect on parking issues in the museum grounds.   
 
Alex left Charnwood Museum on 8th March to take up a new position with the 
National Trust at Knowle House in Kent.  As a mark of their appreciation, the 
Committee presented Alex with a book token and a copy of ' The Little Book of Kent', 
a compendium of factual, unusual and fantastical information about the county. 
 

Town Trail leaflets 
 

The Society recently received funding which has enabled it to reprint its popular 
Town Trail leaflets.  The LAHS received grants from both Charnwood Borough Council 
and from Leicestershire County Council's Shire Grant scheme which have allowed 
5000 leaflets - a greater number than originally expected - to be printed.  These are 
currently being distributed to outlets and interested parties in the area. 
 

Schemes to support local tourism 
 
The Old Rectory Museum has been involved in the Arts Council funded Great Central 
Railway Heritage Corridor Project.  The aim of the project is to encourage visitors to 
the GCR to explore the local area around each station.  There are four strands to the 
project - the training of green badge guides, the provision of retail advice to local, 
independent museums, an audit of the area's online heritage presence, and general 
marketing of local tourist attractions.  The Old Rectory Museum has provided input to 
a web portal which will be overseen by Leicester Shire Promotions once the project 
concludes at the end of March.  They will also be offered some of the souvenir 
merchandising put together as part of the project.   
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Vacancies on the LAHS Committee 
 

There are a number of vacancies on the LAHS Committee and Society members are 
encouraged to step forward and volunteer their support to enable the Society to 
continue on into the future.  Vacancies range from specific, named posts to the more 
general position of Committee Member, and interested members can offer as much 
or as little of their time to the running of the Society as they are comfortable with.  
Committee meetings generally take place once every two months at the Old Rectory 
Museum and are purposeful but light hearted and fun.  If you are interested in 
becoming a committee member, please contact Sarah Haynes, Society Secretary, at 
sarahaynes1@AOL.com or by phone on 01509 232953.   
 

 
Request for Photographs of Loughborough Through Time 
 
The following request was recently received from Stephen Butt, the Honorary Secretary and 
Newsletter editor of the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society. 
 
Amberley Publishing has commissioned me to produce a book 'Loughborough Through Time', and I 
am therefore looking for old photographs of the town which I could use in the publication. 
 
Although Loughborough Library has a fine collection, their new charges are such that I cannot meet 
them, given the budget limitations and the very small royalties that may finally come my way.  I 
have therefore taken another approach by working with specific organisations such as the Great 
Central Railway, Charnwood Museum, the Loughborough Bell Foundry, Loughborough Grammar 
School and the University. 
 
I am contacting you as I wondered whether the Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society 
may be able to help me.  I am particularly looking for old photographs and postcards of the central 
area of Loughborough. 
 
I have also been trying to contact the administrator of the' InLoughborough' online forum 
(http://www.inloughborough.com) which has a good selection of such images. I have not received 
any reply my emails. 
 
If the society or any of its members can help me, I can assure you of a full and clear 
acknowledgement in the book, and copyright on all images will remain with the photographer or 
owner.  
 
Thanking you in anticipation! 
 
Best wishes 
 

 Stephen Butt 

http://www.inloughborough.com/
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Many thanks to all contributors to this newsletter.  If you have an historical area of interest you 

would like to write about or something you would like to share with other members of the LAHS in the 

next newsletter, please see below for contact details.  Articles which have appeared in other 

publications and do not breach copyright are accepted, as are handwritten submissions.  Photographs 

and illustrations for articles are also welcomed. 

Alison Mott, Editor 

Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society is a registered charity. 

New members are always welcome. 

 
Publicity Secretary/Newsletter Editor:   

Alison S Mott, 16 Carington Street, Loughborough, Leics.  LE11 5NF 

Telephone 01509 210767  Email:  mott.the.wordsmith@gmail.com   

 

Society Secretary:  

Sara Haynes, 25 Woodbrook Road, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 3QB   

Telephone 01509 232 953   Email: Sarahaynes1@aol.com  

 

Society Treasurer:  

Malcolm Hill, 22 Sandalwood Road, Loughborough, LE11 3PS 

Telephone: 01509 230 559   Email: MalcolmRHill@aol.com 

 

The Old Rectory grounds, sprinkled in unseasonable snow - 24 March  2013 
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