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SPRING NEWSLETTER 2012 
 
Event News 
 
In lieu of a children’s event at the Old 
Rectory last December, the LAHS took 
part in the Loughborough Community 
Christmas Tree Festival held next door at 
All Saints Parish Church.   
 
Putting the exhibit together was truly a 
collaborative effort and despite initial 
concerns that a bunch of historical 
objects festooned on a tree might look a 
little dull, the tree managed to look both 
attractive and reflect the society’s remit 
at the same time.   
 
The church was already part-filled with 
decorated trees when Sara, Diane, Janet 
and myself arrived, so once we’d finished 
our own tree, we walked round and had 
a good look at the other exhibits, 
marvelling at the ingenuity and creativity of so many of their creators.  We saw 
evidence of lots of humour – subtle and otherwise.  Our favourite trees were those 
more reflective of time spent on fore-thought and handi-crafts than of an over-flowing 
wallet, and we all loved the many trees that had been decorated by children.   
 
The run-up to Christmas is such a busy time and as my workplace were also exhibiting 
a tree, I was more than a little stressed in preparing for the event.   I don’t think I will 
ever forget the feeling of peace that descended on me, therefore, as I worked in that 
serene, ancient building, listening to carols playing in the background and to the banter 
and quiet laughter of others busy around the church.  Not a churchgoer myself, I’ve 
always been somewhat dismissive of it as an institution, but was filled with great 
respect for it that grey, December day, for the role it plays in bringing people together 
and fostering a sense of community.  And I couldn’t help smiling to myself to think of 
what Reverend Fearon would have made of it all. 

Alison Mott 

Registered Charity 
No. 513032 

LOUGHBOROUGH ARCHAEOLOGICAL  
AND  
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In March, the Society had a stall at 
Leicestershire Archaeological & 
Historical Society’s history fair at 
Beaumanor Hall.  The hall was full to 
bursting with around fifty local history 
stalls to browse amongst, tours of 
areas of interest in the hall, grounds 
and local area, and talks on a broad 
range of historical topics by a variety 
of experts.  There was a steady 
stream of visitors to the event all day 
and the publications and activities on 
the LAHS stall proved very popular.   

 
 

 
 
New parking arrangements for the Old Rectory Museum  
 
Parking problems at the Old Rectory Museum hit a new high this past year with the 
numbers of drivers using the site increasing to such an extent that they had begun 
to park on the grassed area.  Few of these drivers had legitimate business at either 
the Old Rectory or the Parish Church, the greater majority using the grounds whilst 
shopping in town or, increasingly, for all-day parking whilst working nearby.   
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Given that the drive had already been damaged by the volume of traffic, fears were 
raised over impact on the remainder of the property.  Advice was sought from the 
Museum Service and this spring a retractable bollard was fitted to the gateway to 
the Old Rectory.  The bollard is operated by a key in the possession of the curator 
and selected Committee members and remains in place at all times other than when 
the museum is open to the public.  As you may imagine, the parking issues were 
resolved immediately the bollard was fitted. 
 

 
  
 
 

Members of the 
public use the Old 
Rectory grounds for 
parking, March 
2011. 
 
Cars were parked ever 
closer to the structure 
of the building as well 
as on the grass lawns, 
making it difficult for 
visitors and volunteers 
to park at the museum. 

 

The same view in May 2012 
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Loughborough Museums Working Together 
 
The Old Rectory, Loughborough War Memorial Museum and the Great Central 
Railway Museum have been working together on a project to encourage new 
volunteers. The hope was to attract people from a wide range of backgrounds and 
expertise who had not volunteered before to help in the museums. 
 
A very successful recruitment session was held in Loughborough Library, at which 
the three museums had displays, with more than 50 people showing interest. 
Following this the prospective volunteers spent a morning visiting each museum. 
Originally it was thought the project might produce one small group who would be 
able to work in each museum at different times. However it was so successful that 
each museum now has its own small team of new volunteers that are meeting every 
week working on ‘behind the scenes’ jobs.  
 
At the outset it was found that each museum had similar needs concerning the care, 
cataloguing and display of their collections. Funding from Renaissance and Shire 
Grants contributed to a skilled project worker to train volunteers in collections 
care. A laptop was purchased together with MODES software and associated 
training, enabling cataloguing to be updated. Objects have been inspected, cleaned 
and packed appropriately.  
 
Every small museum has wish lists and things we will get round to when we have the 
time or if we had a few more pairs of hands. This project has certainly shortened 
those lists and made us new friends.  
 
The new volunteers seem to have enjoyed themselves and we hope many will 
continue after the project ends. 
 
It has been a very successful project that has forged closer links between the three 
museums and enabled us to make improvements we are less likely to have achieved 
working separately.  
 
We are always looking for volunteers to man the Old Rectory during the summer 
so if you are able to spare some time to do this please contact me, Janet Slatter, on 
01509 843297 or janet.slatter@btinternet.com 

Janet Slatter 
 
Loughborough’s Royal Memories 
 
April saw the opening of the new exhibition at the Old Rectory Museum.  Entitled 
Royal Memories to coincide with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, it not only 
commemorates events during her reign but shows how Loughborough has 
celebrated similar events during the previous 100 years and even earlier local ‘royal 

mailto:janet.slatter@btinternet.com
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memories’. We also have memorabilia associated with monarchs from the 20th 
century kindly loaned for the exhibition by members of the Society.  
 
The Old Rectory opens each Saturday from Easter till October 11a.m. - 3 p.m. 

 
Janet Slatter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society is a registered charity. 
New members are always welcome. 

 
Publicity Secretary/Newsletter Editor:   

Alison S Mott, 16 Carington Street, Loughborough, Leics.  LE11 5NF 
Telephone 01509 210767  Email:  mott.the.wordsmith@gmail.com   

 
Society Secretary:  

Sara Haynes, 25 Woodbrook Road, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 3QB   
Telephone 01509 232 953   Email: Sarahaynes1@aol.com  

 
Society Treasurer:  

Malcolm Hill, 22 Sandalwood Road, Loughborough, LE11 3PS 
Telephone: 01509 230 559   Email: MalcolmRHill@aol.com 

 

Two of the displays from ‘Royal Memories’, this year’s 
exhibition at the Old Rectory Museum.  The display on 
the left commemorates royal visits to Loughborough, 
including a visit made to the University by the Queen 
in 1989. 
 

mailto:david.tarver@btinternet.com
mailto:Sarahaynes1@aol.com
mailto:MalcolmRHill@aol.com


   

Page 6 Spring Newsletter 2012 

46th (North Midland) T F Division Memorial – Hohenzollern 
Redoubt, Loos 

Karen Ette 
 
On 13th October 1915, at 2.00 p.m. (1400 hrs) the men of the 46th Division went 
‘over the top’ in an attempt to capture the German stronghold known as the 
Hohenzollern Redoubt.  
 
137th Brigade went first and were immediately hit by heavy machine gun fire. The 
attacking battalions were annihilated without achieving anything. 
 
Of the two companies of the 1/5 South Staffords, every single officer and man was 
hit as they tried to advance. 
 
138th Brigade attacked at 2.05 p.m. They managed to reach their first objective with 
fewer losses. Then, as they carried on, heavy fire cut across them resulting in very 
high casualties. The attack came to a standstill within ten minutes. Trench fighting 
continued, but once again the shortage of bombs 
proved decisive. The Division lost 180 officers and 
3,583 men within ten minutes, and achieved 
absolutely nothing. 
 
Decades later, a great deal of distress was caused by 
the dumping of waste on what had been the 
Hohenzollern Redoubt.  This was addressed and 
there is now a permanent ban on any dumping at the 
site.  
 
On 13th October 2006 a Memorial to the 46th (North 
Midland) T F Division was put in place on land close 
to the Redoubt donated by local farmer Michel 
Dedourage.   
 
The land where the memorial stands is 46 square metres.  It is made from Portland 
Stone in the form of a ‘Broken Column’ and was designed by Michael Credland. 
 
The bottom step is 46 inches across and the column is 46 inches high.   
Every angle - the top, the base, the steps and the facets of the column - are 46 
degrees.  The top of the column is tilted at an angle of 46 degrees and faces the site 
of the Hohenzollern Redoubt. 
 
Each of the eight sides has a gun-metal plaque bearing the cap badges and names of 
the battalions: Lincolnshires, Leicestershires, Sherwood Foresters, North 
Staffordshires, South Staffordshires,  1st Monmouths, RFA and RE.  The plaques were 
made by the famous Bell Founders, Taylors of Loughborough.  

http://www.thelincolnshireregiment.org/hohenzollern.shtml
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The Inscription "THEIR COUNTRY FOUND THEM READY", which is carved on 
the top step of the Memorial, was chosen by Martin Middlebrook, who wrote of 
Captain Staniland's Journey: The North Midland Territorials Go To War. It comes from 
the popular war-time song "Keep the home fires burning" composed by Ivor 
Novello In 1915.  
 
On the right are photographs of three brothers who 
served with the 46th (North Midland) Division.  The 
larger photograph is of a Hohenzollern Redoubt Survivor  
 
Leicestershire Regiment casualties on 13th October 
1915 at the Hohenzollern Redoubt were: 
 
4th Leicesters  211  Killed in Action or Died of 
(Town)            Wounds 
 262 Wounded or POW 
    
 97% have no known grave 
 
5th Leicesters 42  Killed in Action or Died of Wounds 
(County) 145  Wounded or POW 
 
 82% have no known grave 
 
 

THEIR NAME LIVETH FOR EVERMORE 
 
 

Copyright Karen Ette 
www.battlefieldsandbeyond.com 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-r4suO1z9H4I/Tx8SGTwwApI/AAAAAAAAAJE/7o15NLH5cL8/s1600/030.JPG
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-jArqNJHC1Rs/Tx8SYqwTO0I/AAAAAAAAAJU/UQXv5TNSq64/s1600/032.JPG
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Captain-Stanilands-Journey-Midland-Territorials/dp/1844150488/ref=sr_1_sc_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1328372640&sr=1-1-spell
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Captain-Stanilands-Journey-Midland-Territorials/dp/1844150488/ref=sr_1_sc_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1328372640&sr=1-1-spell
http://www.battlefieldsandbeyond.com/
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Do you have a family document from 1890 – 1919 including the First World War? 
 
Almost one hundred years ago towns and villages were devastated by the horrific 
loss of lives and livelihood for which the Great War was responsible. 
 
I am seeking readers’ assistance and input for my Research Degree (PhD) which I 
have undertaken at Loughborough University. My topic is: The Forgotten Battle: The 
Battle of Loos, and its effects on the soldiers on the Western Front and civilians on the 
Home Front.  The thesis will research the second offensive of the Battle of Loos in 
October 1915 and examine one particular soldier’s background and the effect of his 
absence, and the war, on the Home Front. I shall also be looking into the effect of 
this battle on the 138 and 137 Brigades of the 46th (North Midland) Division of the 
British Army.  
 
The study will support a novel and the writing will be partly biographical; I have the 
soldier’s diary in its original state, plus letters and poems, and this will be the 
primary text upon which the novel is based. The diary will ground the facts and 
authenticate the dialect of the time. It will be the first time this specific document 
has been contextualised by research in the battle, and the creative writing will have 
this as a unique starting point. I shall also be using previously unpublished documents 
xtogether with historical secondary texts.   
 
I am particularly interested in the Leicestershire and South Staffordshire Regiments 
of the 46th (North Midland) Division plus those who remained in England, on the 
Home Front, but my research is not restricted to only these. 
 
If anyone has documents, diaries, letters, poems, photographs, anecdotes, etc. from 
this period (I am researching from 1890 to 1919) which they would be willing to 
share with me, I would be extremely grateful and would love to hear from you. My 
e-mail address is: K.M.Ette@lboro.ac.uk 
 

 

Memorial in France to 
the 46th North Midland 

Division 
 

mailto:K.M.Ette@lboro.ac.uk
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The following article first appeared in the Loughborough Echo. 
 

The January members’ meeting of the Loughborough Archaeological and Historical 
Society enjoyed three presentations. Ernest Miller explained how the River Lin was 
exploited through out its course. Teresa Keil discussed the evidence from two 
Victorian books on ‘Science in the Victorian kitchen’. Anne Tarver gave a very well 
illustrated account of ‘Carvings in Leicestershire churches’. 
 
The River Lin arose from water courses near to Ulverscroft and supplied water to 
moats and to various water meadows as it followed courses determined by 
landowners. Water meadows provided flows which allowed early flushes of grass 
allowing young stock to flourish. 
 
Water cress beds took advantage of the water supply which maintained a 
temperature of 11 degrees and waters unpolluted by cattle or sheep. Passing 
through Newton Linford the River fed ponds at Bradgate before joining the River 
Soar at Quorn. 
 
The Victorian books written in the 1890s were intended for pupil and trainee 
teachers so that they could instruct their classes on how to make their houses clean 
and well drained, and to provide healthy diets by using gas cookers and  products 
made available thanks to the application of science. 
 
Achieving these ends called for knowing the scientific principles of meeting the 
needs of children, frail adults, those undertaking sedentary or physically demanding 
work. Readers were given basic information about physiology. 
 
Anne Tarver showed the ways that carvings decorated churches and also served to 
give an atmosphere suitable for worship. Some carvings filled in joins in stone work 
whereas others gave information about benefactors.  
 
Various churches had especially impressive monuments. Amongst them was Ashby 
Folville where several hours could be spent very profitably.  
 
David Tarver brought along some stonemason’s tools and described how they were 
used to decorate and beautify buildings. 
 
Ian Keil thanked the contributors warmly and reminded members that the next 
meeting is on Saturday 5 February for a talk about Horses and Donkeys in Ancient 
Egypt.  
 

Ian Kiel 
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CBA Industrial Archaeology Meeting, 24th March 2012 
Anne Tarver 

 

The East Midlands Branch of the CBA held an Industrial Archaeology day at Sir 
Richard Arkwright’s Masson Mills in Matlock on Saturday March 24th.  The day was 
very well attended to hear three distinguished speakers.  Professor Marilyn Palmer 
opened the proceedings with the question, “Why was a cotton industry established 
in the heart of England?” – an intriguing question with well-argued answers.  Dr. 
Barrie Trinder, famous for his work on Coalbrookdale followed by examining the 
1851 Census for the purpose of “Re-peopling the Ruins: The Census Returns and 
Industrial Archaeology”.  Dr Trinder has worked extensively on the 1851 Census 
and had identified a whole range of groups of workers, including a number of 
German musicians from what is now Bavaria, touring the country to raise money.  
An interesting comparative local Census was carried out at Banbury in Oxfordshire, 
another project identified industrial communities in the midlands and the problems 
of studies of the boat people were discussed.  The proportion of Irish migrant 
navvies were identified, and proved to be a smaller proportion – 28% on one line - 
of the workforce than had previously been estimated. 
 
Archaeological excavation on the sites of various steam engines revealed, as so often 
happens with such work, that sites were much more complex than originally 
thought, particularly in relation to the siting of boilers.  Searches of recently digitised 
collections of nineteenth century newspapers had added a great of information on 
these sites, and even the odd photograph. 
 
The afternoon was rounded off with a guided tour of the Masson Mills Museum and 
the site as a whole. 
 
The East Midlands CBA are organising a Summer visit to the Prebendal Manor and 
Tithe Barn Museum at Nassington on the 30th June and a Peakland Guided Walk on 
22nd September, the latter led by Graeme Guilbert.  For further rinformation check 
out the CBA website at www.britarch.ac.uk/cbaem.   
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 
The following article first appeared in the Loughborough Echo. 

 
Death in the Nile: The Birth of Egypt’s Last God 
 
Members of the LAHS met one Saturday in February 2012 to enjoy a well-illustrated 
presentation by Dylan Bickerstaffe entitled, Death in the Nile: The Birth of Egypt’s 
Last God. 
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Asked to describe what they know of Hadrian, most are likely to mention the wall 
built to mark the northern boundary of the Roman Empire, or even his considerable 
success as Emperor, AD117 to 138.  He restored Roman finances, co-ordinated law, 
protected the Empire, and was a talented architect, writer, poet and orator.  
However, the speaker revealed another side of Hadrian: he was not universally 
admired.  He was fostered by his relatives, the Emperor Trajan and his wife, who 
formally adopted him to guarantee his succession and, once Emperor, he ruled with 
the support of the army and a network of powerful allies from the highest echelons 
of Rome and its Empire.   
 
Hadrian also approved of all things Greek.  Much to the disapproval of many 
Romans, when visiting Athens he became a member of a cult of Elensinian mysteries. 
Attracting even more criticism, on his travels to Ephesus he met and took as his 
companion a young man of great beauty, Antinous, who then travelled with him and 
his wife Sabina, to Egypt. 
 
Hadrian’s first interest in Egypt had been in the stone quarries which produced the 
finest stones for Roman buildings.  However, he soon began to explore the cities 
and temples, becoming increasingly focused on the links between Greek and Roman 
mythologies.  He and Antinous hunted together and when Hadrian saved Antinous’ 
life, it was recognised that he now owed his life to Hadrian. 
 
When, in 130 and in great grief, Hadrian announced that Antinous had drowned in 
the Nile, there was much speculation – unresolved to this day – whether the death 
was an accident or the sacrifice of Antinous as a gift to both Hadrian and the sacred 
Nile.  Only priests might prepare, by embalming, the bodies of those who drowned 
and provide a burial place appropriate to Osiris, God of both death and 
resurrection; there were links with the importance of death in the Greek cult to 
which Hadrian belonged.  Antinous was declared a god by the Egyptian priests. 
 
Whatever the truth, Hadrian’s grief prompted him to dedicate certain stars to 
Antinous and to build a great city and name it Antinoopoplis.  He also commissioned 
many statues of Antinous, modelled on those sculpted during his life; several are to 
be found at Hadrian’s great Tivoli estate outside Rome.  Coins showing Antinous 
were guaranteed to please the Emperor.  All this continued as Hadrian, in increasing 
ill health, ruled the Empire.  His final campaign was against an insurrection in 
Palestine which resulted in the destruction of Jerusalem.  When Hadrian died in 138, 
he too was declared a Roman god and his remains placed in the tomb he had 
designed for himself, now part of the Vatican and named Castel del Angelo. 
 
Mick Allen led the warm appreciation for a fascinating talk and thanked the speaker 
and audience for making their way there in such snowy weather.   
 

Ian Kiel 
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Obituary 
 
George Lowe 
 
It is with deep sadness that we report on the death of George Lowe in October 2011.   
 
George was born at Syston. After he left school he was apprenticed to a local garage 
where he learned much about cars and salesmanship. 
 
When the Second World War began he joined the RAF and in due course was 
commissioned and sent to Greece in 1944. At that time a civil war between members 
of the Communist Party favoured a Russian presence in the Mediterranean and groups 
supporting the western powers.  George organized the transport for the RAF in 
Greece. Whist there he met John Buckeridge and John Stretton, both in the army.   
 
After the war George married Win and they had three sons. George managed a garage 
in Shepshed. His garage supported the accident services of motoring organizations and 
he saw some harrowing scenes at the sites of crashes.  These were the days before 
seat belts and airbags.   
 
George had a life long interest in history and in archaeology. He was an early member 
of the then Loughborough and District Archaeological Society.  Win joined and 
together they organized trips to various sites for many years. George was an avid 
reader of local history and he with Win built up a formidable library. Many 
organizations benefited from his well-informed talks. 
 
George had a great interest in photography and had a comprehensive collection of 
scenes of Loughborough, Leicestershire and the East Midlands.   
 
When the Old Rectory was opened to the public in 1988 George undertook to 
organize on behalf of the LDAS an exhibition whose prime focus was local life. This 
museum remained an important part of his life until his failing eyesight made the work 
very difficult. As curator George enjoyed sharing his knowledge with visitors, many of 
whom asked after him long after he ceased to be its custodian. He served on the LAHS 
Committee from 1988 until 2004. He persuaded his son Terry to become a committee 
member and he relinquished his membership at the same time as his father. 
 
One of George's important contributions was to serve on the group which produced 
the history of the Loughborough Hospital in Baxter Gate. He made available a number 
of his photographs and took a great interest in the evolution of the book. 

Janet Slatter 
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Rubbing into History 
 
In March, members of the LAHS were treated to a very special presentation by 
Brian Williams. He shared his great knowledge and lifelong enthusiasm for 
preserving the arts and crafts of carvings. 
 
Brian’s presentation was called ‘Rubbing into History’. The rubbing referred to the 
technique of covering memorials with high quality tracing papers and rubbing heel 
balls of wax to take an impression of what had survived, in some cases for many 
hundreds of years.  It was sobering to learn that the demand for metals has always 
meant that some brasses were damaged or removed. 
 
The audience sat in a circle so that the impressions could be unrolled and displayed 
for all to see. The great majority of the items came from Leicestershire Churches 
and were commemorative brasses. Seeing the items in full size gave a special 
appreciation of the nature of the brasses and the skills involved. 
 
The selection of memorials gave an overview of the range of memorials. Among 
those selected were some rubbings, rare not only in Leicestershire but also 
nationally. Thus we saw Agnes Scot, a nun of the Dominican Order, who served as a 
custodian of incurables housed in Dane Hills and who died in 1455.  
 
Married couples, including knights and their ladies often with miniatures of their 
children, were more typical. Thus from Castle Donnington we looked upon Robert 
Staunton and Agnes, his wife remembered in 1458.  
 
Priests’ brasses surviving were of men who had served not only in the parish but 
usually in the Royal administration. An example was Roger Fry of Loughborough 
who had been Deputy Keeper of the Privy Seal in the reign of Henry VI. 
 
Merchants who had been successful in business ensured they had brasses. Their 
number included Lemington, a wool merchant and benefactor of school education in 
Loughborough. 
 
Brasses represented achievements and they asked for the prayers of the faithful. 
They sometimes reminded the reader of the transitoriness of life. 
 
Brian Williams was thanked warmly for his enjoyable and learned presentation. Mick 
Allen announced that the AGM and associated talk would take place at a time and 
date after 7 April which will be publicised in due course. 
 

Ian Kiel 
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Alexis Soyer, 1810-1858: ‘The Jamie Oliver of his time’? 
 
Soyer’s book, The Modern Housewife, 1850, London: Simpkin, Marshall, and C., was 
amongst the Victorian books I was given by fellow LAHS member Phillip Griffin 
when he decided to clear some shelves.  It was the one with the earliest date of 
publication and the book was handed over in a plastic bag, held together by an 
elastic band.  Not a consequence of kitchen overuse of the ‘nearly one thousand 
receipts’ – there are no grease marks or scribbles on the pages – but more a 
consequence of the drying of the glue holding the pages together.  This is a second 
edition: the first was published in 1849 and sold so well (15000 were printed) that a 
further 4000 were printed, a strong indication of success in shaking ‘the 
domesticated nerves of thousands of housewives’.   
 
The format is intriguing: it is not Soyer but ‘The Modern Housewife’ who, after the 
dedication ‘To the fair daughters of Albion’ and her portrait, ‘begs to introduce herself 
and hopes she may prove A Useful Adviser’.  And then we discover a further 
contrivance:  receipts (Victorian term for recipes) are framed within letters between 
Mrs B., Hortense, an experienced and sophisticated married lady, living in London, 
and her newly married friend, Mrs L., Eloise, who asks advice on how to manage her 
own household, when she returns home to the country after a visit where she ‘has 
never fared so well’.  Mrs B. agrees to give her advice and that their correspondence 
shall be the framework of the 427 pages, including index. 
 
However, Soyer is a constant presence:  his image appears at the beginning; Soyer 
provides one of his portable ‘Magic Stoves’ for both ladies (although Mrs L. has to 
wait because the one intended for her had been ‘taken by Marquis of N. and party to 
Egypt, with the intention of having a dinner cooked on the top of the Pyramids’, a 
comment which must have impressed readers); there are illustrations of a kitchen 
stove designed by Soyer, as well as of the sauce, bottled for him by Cross and 
Blackwell.  The fullest intervention comes when the two friends begin to discuss 
Dinner Receipts (from p.62, letters VI to XI).  They decide to ask M. Soyer, of the 
Reform Club, whether they may follow the receipts and advice he had published in 
his earlier book, Gastronomic Regenerator, largely aimed at professional cooks but 
which could be adapted ‘without committing a blunder’ from its last section, ‘Kitchen at 
Home’.  Playfully, it seems to me, Soyer agrees that they may take anything required 
‘for your little work’ and ends his letter, ‘Wishing your exertions may be well appreciated’. 
The major section on Roasting, Baking, Boiling, Stewing, Braising Frying, 
Condiments, Sauces, Soups, Fish, Removes, and so on, follows.  
 
I knew nothing about Soyer before receiving the book.  Using the internet, I 
discovered a story that reads like a Dickensian account of social mobility, 
extraordinary adaptability, good works, and private grief.  Born in 1810, Soyer lived 
through the political turmoil of post revolutionary France.  Very gifted academically, 
he was expelled from his Jesuit school and went to live with his older brother, a 
chef in an aristocratic household in Paris, and began his training in the same kitchens.  
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French cuisine was much admired and it was common for good staff to be ‘poached’ 
from impoverished French aristocrats.  Soyer’s brother was invited to move to 
England as head chef to Prince Adolphus, Duke of Cambridge and Queen Victoria’s 
uncle.  Soyer remained in Paris until the situation became so dangerous that, in 
1830, he fled to England and found a position through his brother.   
 
He must have been spectacularly good because in 1837, aged 27, he was appointed 
Chef de Cuisine at the newly established Reform Club at a salary of £1000 per annum 
(about £80000 in today’s money).  He designed the new kitchens too, and there 
were conducted tours to view the innovations of gas, refrigerators cooled by cold 
water, and ovens with adjustable temperatures.   
 
He seemed never to stop working; one of his friends said that work was the only 
way in which he could cope with the death, in 1842, of his wife and son in childbirth. 
(It is sad to note that wealth and access to the best medical knowledge of the time 
was no protection; Mrs Beeton also died in childbirth, in 1865, though her child 
survived).  In the 1840s Soyer used his celebrity status and social connections to 
raise awareness of the conditions of the poor; opened up soup kitchens in London 
and then in Ireland during the famine.  When his money began to run short, he 
wrote Charitable Cookery and used the profits from that.   
 
In 1850, he resigned from the Reform Club in order to take his newly invented field 
stoves to the Crimea, at his own expense, to improve the diet of the troops.  Such 
was his fame that Florence Nightingale herself conducted him around the barracks 
at Scutari.  Appalled by the conditions, he refused the offer of the kitchens and 
prepared food and trained others, including a cook from each regiment, outside the 
barracks.  Impressed (and possibly shamed) by his generosity, the British Army 
awarded him the rank and salary of Brigadier General.  Much admired but worn out, 
he returned to London in 1856 and died of a chest infection the following year. 
 
I have thought about the title assertion (Independent newspaper, 8 July 2006), since 
talking about Soyer at the LAHS Members’ Meeting, 2010.  Systematic comparisons 
are difficult to make because British society of the 19th seems so different from that 
of the 21st.  Victorians admired Soyer for his efforts for the poor in times of crisis an 
approach nearer to our society’s notion of overseas aid. In modern society Jamie 
Oliver is celebrated for trying to work with others to improve diet and lifestyle in 
the longer term.  There is still a debate between the two models today and we can 
only hope that Jamie Oliver will never be challenged by mass poverty or military 
undernourishment of the kind Soyer faced.  Only future historians can record 
whether Jamie Oliver’s recipes will still be in use more than 150 years into the 
future. It is said that one of Soyer’s is still on the menu of the Reform Club.  Next 
time you dine there, ask for ‘Lamb Chop Reform’, and, of course, insist on visiting 
the kitchens. 

 
     Teresa Keil 
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Local School Log Books  
 

Limehurst High School became an Academy in September 2011, but this new phase 
in the school’s educational provision is building on 80 years of history.  It first 
opened in 1931, having previously been the Church Gate Council School.  Here are 
some extracts from the Log Books of 1931 and 1932. 
 
LOG BOOK of the Church Gate Council School Loughborough (Boys’ Depart.)  
Written by the Headmaster, Mr Matthews 
 
1931 
31 March 1931  Farewell to the old school! Our last day in the old building. 
After 21 yrs as Hdmaster, one’s feelings are naturally deeply moved at leaving.  
 
May The traditions of the old school be a power in the development of the new! 
A short devotional service marks our leave-taking. 
The last entry respecting 
Church Gate 
31.iii.31 

* * * * * * * 
 

1931 
1st April   We begin in a new school 
Limehurst Senior School 
Accommodation 400 
Admitted 63 Senior boys from Rosebery St. C.S. who are absorbed into our existing 
classes.  
 
1931 Limehurst Senior School 
Written by the Headmistress, Miss Handford 
1st April  The girls began work in this school this morning. Seventy nine girls from 
Rosebery Street Senior School were admitted, bringing the number on register to 
258. 
 
There were some teething troubles with the new building, but these do seem to 
have been rectified: 
 
Aug 24 NEW SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS 
The Science and Metal-work rooms are still most inadequately equipped, despite 
repeated intimations of the same to the Education Office. 
 
Dec 2 The usual Science and Handicraft lessons as per time table are dropped for a 
week owing to workmen being engaged in fitting up equipment in the Sci. Lab. and 
Metal Room. 
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And the inspectors were clearly pleased with the Boys’ school: 
 
18 Dec Tested registers – all correct. Everything in very good order with an air of well 
directed activities. Happiness very evident. J M Stapleton, W Smith 
 
1932 
20th April School closed at 11.30 this morning for the rest of the day to obviate 
dangers of traffic due to the Quorn Hunt Steeplechase. 
 
22nd May At 10.20 this morning the girls and teaching staff left for Queen’s Park 
where Empire Day celebrations were observed. A few girls who were badly shod 
remained behind, Miss Cox staying for supervision.  
 
Both the Boys’ and the Girls’ log books note the trip to the cinema in 1932. 
 
June 28 League of Nations film in Central Hall Cinema used for 1st time. 
School closed in the afternoon – 244 boys and Staff attend Victory Cinema to see 
picture “Africa speaks.” 
 
June 28th Arrangements were made for the girls to attend at the Victory Cinema 
this afternoon to see the film Africa Speaks. The charge was three pence and 240 
girls attended. 
 
June 29th The cinema in the school hall was used today for the first time. A League 
of Nations film was shown to the school. 
 
13th July The Prize Distribution was held this afternoon. Prizes were awarded for 
class positions, for good work in English, History, Geography, Art (including 
Needlework) Industry and Domestic Science. Prizes were also distributed for good 
work in Oral Hygiene (presented by the School Dentist) and for essays on 
Temperance Hygiene (presented by the Band of Hope Union). The Chairman of the 
Education Committee presided and the Mayoress distributed the prizes.  Work 
done during the term was displayed in the classrooms and singing and country 
dancing were arranged. Parents attended the ceremony in the hall and afterwards 
saw the girls at work. 
 

Diane Coppard 
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Bob Osborne and Anne Horton, 2011, Swithland, church and 
estate: The Story of a Leicestershire Village, Swithland Parish 
Press. 
 
This book about Swithland in Charnwood Forest during past centuries provides us 
with a very rich set of sources that contribute much that is new to historians of the 
county and beyond. The authors have been meticulous in their research and they 
have given us a quarry for understanding rural life as well as enabling family 
historians to have so much data readily available to them. 
 
Nineteen chapters in 451 pages explain how the village and parish developed. The 
civil wars of the seventeenth century gave the parish some divisions which endured. 
For example, we see the emergence of religious dissent with consequences for 
education and other relationships. 
 
The roles of agriculture, woodlands, slate, reservoirs and railways created 
permanent legacies. How the land was transformed by enclosures and social changes 
took place are themes treated with care and understanding. 
 
Five Appendices deal  with wills, clergy, school admissions, parish registers and, 
because of their prominence as landowners, the family trees of the Danvers, Butler 
and Bunney families. 
 
This book is very well illustrated and includes some items never before published. 
An example is a photograph taken by Lewis Carrol (The Revd Dodgson) and is a 
photographic portrait of the Revd Henry Erskine – Rector of the parish before 
becoming Dean of Rippon. Erskine played a major role not only in the creation of 
the Loughborough Dispensary but also the establishment of the Leicester Fever 
Hospital. 
 
The book is weighty and costs more than £25 but it should grace the shelves of 
anyone who enjoys the study of local history. Intending purchasers should contact 
the Parish Office, Swithland. 

Ian Kiel 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to all contributors to this newsletter.  If you have an historical specialism or area of 
interest you would like to write about or something you would like to share with other members of the 
LAHS in the next newsletter, please see page 5 for contact details.  Articles which have appeared in 
other publications and do not breach copyright are accepted, as are handwritten submissions.  
Photographs and illustrations for articles are also welcomed. 

Alison Mott, Editor 


