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SPRING NEWSLETTER 2011 
 

The next meeting of the Society is the AGM to be held on Saturday 2nd 

April 2011, 7 – 9 pm in Room U0.11 of the Brockington Building (adjacent 

to the Lecture Theatre).   Business proceedings will be followed by a talk 

on ‘Finding Bosworth’ by Richard Knox. 

 

An additional meeting has been added to the 2010/2011 programme for Saturday 

7th of May starting at 7.00 as usual in the Brockington Building.  The talk - "Caches, 

Cliffs & Kings, Royal Mummies of Thebes" - will be given by Dylan Bickerstaff and is 

a re-scheduling of the meeting in December which was cancelled due to lack of 

heating in the building and the treacherous condition of the car park.  Dylan is a 

very good speaker and regularly leads excursions to Egypt. You can read more 

about his activities on www.dylanb.me.uk. 

Mike Allen 
 

Christmas Event at the Old Rectory Museum,  

December 11th 2010 
 

This is the second year that the Museum has 

opened its doors for a special Victorian Christmas.  

There were lots of activities for the visitors, with 

traditional games kindly supplied by Ernie and 

Sheila Miller proving popular, as always.   

 

It was a real treat for those with an interest in 

crafts, as there was a variety of Christmas tree 

decorations to make: angels, birds, cornucopia 

filled with sweets, paper chains and oranges 

decorated with cloves.  The real fir tree looked 

magnificent. 

 

It was a most enjoyable day; relaxing with carols, 

coffee and biscuits. 

 

Thank you to all who helped run the event. 

Diane Coppard 

Registered Charity 

No. 513032 

 

LOUGHBOROUGH ARCHAEOLOGICAL  
AND  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Founded in 1955 

 

http://www.dylanb.me.uk/
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The following article first appeared in the Loughborough Echo. 

 

LAHS lecture season begins 
 
The first meeting of the season of the Loughborough Archaeological and Historical 
Society enjoyed the profound knowledge of Brian Williams whose title was Exploring 

Local Medieval Churches. He defined local as being within about 15 miles of 
Loughborough, and illustrated his talk with slides and maps. 

 
The earliest church remains are those of   
St Nicholas in Leicester adjacent to the 

Jewry Wall, although the continuity of 

use by Christians since Roman times is 

uncertain. More firmly based are the 
remains of Anglo-Saxon churches like the 

exceptional carvings and other stone 
work at Breedon on the Hill. This church 

had its origins as a missionary base within 
the kingdom of Mercia and later became 

an Augustinian monastery. 
 

Dedications of churches often reflected the association of places with what was known 

about the lives of the saints. Thus St Leonard, who had once safely delivered a baby 
whilst on a hunting excursion, was probably chosen as patron saint of Swithland to 

show his protection of the forest waste lands that once surrounded the area.    
St Michael was often chosen as patron saint when a church was built near lakes or 

springs. Dedications could change. For example, Loughborough’ All Saints was originally 
dedicated to St Peter, then to St Peter and St Paul before becoming All Saints. 

 
The wealth of a community and access to building materials played their parts in what 

we see today. The styles of architecture and decoration depended on the skills of 
masons and on the tastes of the patrons. Thus we see carvings in several churches of 

the Green Man or of Sheila na gig, neither having Christian origins but alluding to other 
beliefs. 

 
Changes in religious teachings had their part to play in decoration of churches whether 
in the use of stained glass in windows, or paintings of biblical stories on the walls.  

Evidence of such changes can be seen at Lockington church. The oldest surviving 
reminder of the Reformation, a representation of the Royal Arms, those of Henry VIII, 

can be seen in St Andrew’s, Kegworth.  
 

The talk was illustrated throughout and showed the rich diversity of what is to be 

found and examined in Leicestershire.  Dr Keil expressed the thanks of the society to 

Brian Williams. The audience showed their warm appreciation for the evening. 

Image reproduced by kind permission of St Nicholas’ Church  

http://www.stnicholasleicester.com/ 

http://www.stnicholasleicester.com/
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The following article first appeared in the Loughborough Echo. 

 

Bumper turnout for LAHS Members’ Afternoon  
 

Members’ Afternoon of the Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society 

attracted many members who heard four presentations of very different content. 

 

First, Dr Emily Keightley explained how members could help with a research project 

she leads jointly with Professor Michael Pickering. Its purpose is to identify how 

memories contribute to how each of us uses photographs and music to make sense 

of the past and often to review how to respond to the present and future.  

 

Memories shared with family, friends, associates and others enable us to make sense 

of where each of us is and how to react. At one end of the spectrum is nostalgia, 

essentially recalling lost times, and at the other the active memories which 

contribute to coping with daily life. 

 

Dr Keightley hoped to encourage members to share their recollections and to do 

so without straight-jacket questionnaires. 

 

Second, Ernest Miller shared some on going research he is undertaking with Tony 

Squires into the ways that the River Lin has been used in Charnwood Forest.  He 

showed us evidence in photographs, maps and aerial photographs of eel traps, mill 

races, water cress beds, water meadows and how the river was managed to the 

from its sources in streams near Ulverscroft Priory to the boundary of Newtown 

Linford parish.   

 

This research is on going and will follow the Lin until it ultimately feeds in to the 

River Soar. Ernest promised to discuss Part two of the project in another Members’ 

Afternoon. 

 

Third, Teresa Keil described research which she and Sara Haynes have begun using a 

collection of household management books donated by a member of the Society.  

 

Essentially the Victorian books had changed from giving 

advice to instructing readers on correct procedures 

whether in preparing and serving food or keeping the 

house in good order. The earliest book was by Alexis 

Soyer whose sub title was ‘Advice to the fair daughters 

of Albion’. A later book published in London and New 

York was called ‘Don’t’ and was full of instructions 

about correct behaviour. 
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Graffiti may be interpreted here as a natural desire 
by people to draw from a very young age for many 

reasons including religious, identity recording or 
recall of images that made a strong impression.  Some were 

to accompany a verbal story - real or imaginary.  Scratching 
or incising images with a simple tool onto any sympathetic 

surface is traceable into early prehistory.   
 

In Diseworth the famous Lilley’s Cottage has on a large 
plaster wall set within timber framing on the left one 

entering, a mass of initials, dates, shoe outlines with names 
etc created from at least the 17th century.  Included is this 
illustrated transparent church tower imagine with four bell 

ringers, their ropes passing through horizontal lines or floor 
levels to balloon-like bells.  Today this narrative style might 

equate to a child between 6 and 9 years old but the historic 

factors must make us cautious. 

 
Some forty years ago another graffiti slab of old plaster was 

recovered by Mr B Barrett, then restoring no. 29 Hallgate, 
constructed with mixed timber frame, plaster and brick.  I 

was alerted to it and was allowed to make the illustrated 
rubbing at the time.  What remains of it is now in the 

Diseworth Local History Society museum collection.  
Originally it measured 97 cm by 35 cm - fitting our discovery 
between vertical timber framework.  Again it appears to be a 

child-like narrative presentation of an incident that might 
really have happened in the 17th century judging by the dress 

style etc.   
 

Overleaf is a 
suggested 

interpretation. 
 

The Bellringers (graffiti) 

Lilley’s Lodge, Diseworth 

 

The following is an extract from the talk given by Brian C J Williams  

at the members’ afternoon on Saturday 8th January 2011. 

 

The illustration of Diseworth is used with the kind permission of  

The Diseworth History Page - http://www.diseworth.org/index.html 

 

Graffiti in Diseworth 
 

The Bellringers (graffiti) 

Lilley’s Cottage, Diseworth 

 

 

 29 Hall Gate Diseworth,  

circa 1900 

 

 

 

http://www.diseworth.org/index.html
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Some six armed men or soldiers all facing right have outstretched arms holding swords, 

except one holding a flint-lock style pistol, who may be raiding the church or village in 

general.  Most have long hair, three have wide 

brimmed conical style hats.  Their bodies are in 
box check, perhaps to imply leather or metal 
reinforcement.  Their arms and legs suggest 

bloused hose and at least four wear spurs as if 
they had come on horseback or were 

cavalrymen.  The bottom right figure might also 
be holding an object of some sort which I cannot 

identify.  In the centre right is a transparent 
rendering of the church tower and spire - 

important to the story that we can see inside.  A 
diminutive figure at the base rings the bell shown 

in cross section outline within a circle in the 
spire.  Beneath is a bird - or could it be a 

weathercock coming down from the spire?  Two 
ladders ascend the tower, and on the first level is 
another bell within a circle.  Could this be 

interpreted as the bells and weathercock being 
seized for their metal worth?  Above the spire is 

another full faced figure with a triangular hat and 

torso with a bloused arm and short hose.  To 

the left is a bird - partly broken away - and to the 
right what may be a horses head.  Below it are a 

small ‘10’ and ‘iT’ that may bear no relation to 
the main drawing. 

 
Toward the base are two human head outlines 

facing left but their shapes seem to bear no 
relation to the main scene and are probably of 

another date.  In tentative conclusion, it may 

depict by the style a civil war-period raid on the 
village, something inflicted commonly enough 

then by both Royalists and Parliamentarians, to 
seize food, livestock and even bells and 

metalwork to re-cast for military purposes. 
 

As a former art teacher I have always been 
fascinated by natural drawing development, folk 

art etc.  Such graffiti as this from my recorded 
local collection has in my humble opinion an 

important place in our historic legacy. 
 

©  Brian C J Williams 
 

The Graffiti can be seen in the Diseworth Heritage Centre in the restored Baptist Chapel on Lady Gate. 

For directions and opening times contact info@diseworthcentre.org  

The raid on Diseworth?  

Graffiti formerly at No. 29 Hallgate,  

now in the village museum. 

 

 

mailto:info@diseworthcentre.org
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The following article first appeared in the Loughborough Echo. 

 

Trade and Technology in the Cold War 

 

At the February meeting of the Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society 

members enjoyed a talk on ‘Trade and Technology in the Cold War’ given by Malcolm Hill, 

current Treasurer of the Society, and, until his retirement, Professor of Russian and East 

European Studies at Loughborough University. 

 

The talk began with an outline of the major issues of the Cold War over the period 1949-

1989.  This provided a fascinating background for information about the lesser known and 

understood development of trade and technology as well as their implications for the 

outcome of the tensions between the two ‘superpowers’: NATO and its allies, led by the 

USA, and the countries of the Warsaw Pact, led by the USSR.  Each bloc had nuclear 

capacity but never came to direct confrontation, though there were many moments of 

heightened tension, for example, over the role of spies, and intervention in Korea, Cuba 

and Afghanistan. 

 

There were fundamental ideological differences between the two blocs. A State central 

planning system had been established by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, giving 

the Party control over planning outputs, supplies, exports and imports, which in turn 

controlled industrial priorities, factories, and research establishments.  Priorities were 

defence and the industrial base, with little investment in consumer goods.    

 

Knowledge of this framework shaped the patterns of East-West Trade.  Modifications 

were made in the open market practices of the West in an effort to prevent knowledge 

and equipment reaching the East.  The West established a system of export licensing and 

control, making it illegal to permit the countries of the Soviet bloc to acquire technological 

knowledge and/or industrial equipment or parts.  The USA had the strongest laws and 

attempted, with varying success, to control other countries, such as Japan and the UK.  

Constraints were tightest on the sale of computers, and pipe laying equipment in the 

1970s, gas pumping turbines in the 1980s and machine tools in the 1990s.  There were also 

export bans on items such as bulldozers, diggers, tractors, and machine tools to produce 

them.  Inevitably these highlighted tensions over industrial espionage. 

 

The popular view sees the ending of the Cold War as essentially political.  Professor Hill’s 

lecture showed that there were also contributions from inefficiencies consequent upon 

Soviet secrecy and inability to transfer knowledge from one sector to another, along with 

the low priority for consumer goods.   

 

On behalf of all present, Mick Allen thanked Professor Hill for a most informative lecture. 
 

Suggested further reading: 

"The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction" by Robert McMahon (Oxford University Press 

paperback, 2003) 

"The Cold War" by John Lewis Gaddis (Penguin paperback, 2007) 

Malcolm Hill 
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Poetry at The Old Rectory Museum   

by Karen Ette 

 

On Tuesday, 22nd February, poetry was written, read and 

recorded at Loughborough’s Old Rectory Museum. 

 

A lively, and very productive, poetry workshop was held from 

five until seven o’clock in the evening. The group of people, 

mainly from Loughborough University, past and present, 

explored the Museum, and took in the surroundings and 

atmosphere, as dusk descended.  

 

An interesting selection of poems were created, with 

everyone in the group contributing, guided by the workshop leaders, Alison Mott 

and Karen Ette.  The first set of poems were inspired by the building and grounds, 

plus the artefacts inside.  The second followed a short talk about the history of the 

museum and were written with more insight into the Old Rectory’s fascinating past 

and the people who lived there and in the neighbourhood. 

 

MA student, Amy Petterson filmed scenes from the museum and recorded the 

poetry being read.  She will produce a multimedia text from the recordings, a copy 

of which will be made available to the Society. 

 

A booklet is also to be produced containing the poems participants wrote and will 

be available shortly, with copies on sale at The Old Rectory Museum. 

 

We would like to say thank-you to the Loughborough Historical Society for allowing 

the use of their splendid building. 

 

 

Obituary – Averil Harper-Smith 
 

It is with much sadness that the Committee learnt of the death of Averil Harper Smith on 3 January 2011 

during an operation at Leicester General Hospital.  Averil was a long standing member of the LAHS, 

especially enjoying talks on historical themes and topics, and served on the Committee for many years 

until stepping down in 2009.  A regular visitor to and advocate of the local studies room at 

Loughborough Library, Averil contributed often to the LAHS newsletter and was co-author of a number 

of publications relating to the history of the towns of Acton and Dronfield.   

 
Averil was a schoolteacher and a further education tutor in her working career and retained an interest 

in education to the end of her life.  Having attended courses at the WEA from 1940 through to early 

2010, Averil was lauded in the Autumn edition of the national WEA News bulletin as their longest 

serving student.   Despite poor health, Averil continued working on her research right up until her death.  

Our thoughts are with her family. 
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Richard Crosher   by Ian Keil 
 

The Big Society currently politically 

fashionable requires for its success 

volunteering and philanthropy. It is 

expected that public good flourishes with 

little or no expenditure from the public 

purse.  However, the concept of service for 

public good is an ancient one. 

 

Certainly many of our nineteenth century predecessors regarded public service as 

virtuous. Such thoughts accompanied me when a few years ago I was involved in 

researching and writing the history of Loughborough Hospital.  One of the people 

who enabled the hospital to come into being and to thrive was Richard Crosher.  

 

Richard Crosher was born in Newbold Verdon, a village about a dozen miles from 

Loughborough, on 28 December 1799.  I do not know when or why he came to live 

and work in Loughborough. He is recorded in Pigot’s Directory in the 1828/9 year as 

a tea and grocery dealer whose business was in the Market Place. He became not 

only a retailer but also a wholesaler in partnership for many years with Clarke. One 

of the glimpses of his business activity was the award by the Poor Law Guardians of 

a contract supply flour. This indicated a trustworthy enterprise.  His success in 

business enabled him to be a benefactor of his parish, the hospital, and an initiator of 

the first Woodhouse Eaves Recovery home. He could also afford to build the 

handsome house, Forest Field, almost opposite to Emmanuel Church.  

 

He took an active interest in the life and work of All Saints parish serving on its 

Vestry Committee. He became its treasurer and by such service attracted the then 

Rector, the Revd William Holme, to consult him in the dividing All Saints parish. A 

new parish had become necessary because at that time, in the 1820s and 1830s 

Loughborough had a rapidly growing population. 

 

The patron of the living of All Saints was Emmanuel College, Cambridge University, 

which agreed to the proposal that the new parish should not only take its name but 

that the Rectory living be divided so that Emmanuel became a Rectory as well.  

 

Building the new parish required more than land and a building. It needed at its 

heart hard working Churchwardens to support the new Rector. We find in the 

Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire and Derby Telegraph (in fact, the Loughborough local 

newspaper) an advertisement which reads:    

Emmanuel Church. The inhabitants of Emmanuel parish are hereby informed that every 

arrangement is now made for the celebration of all the Offices of the Church; namely, 

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals, etc.  
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Loughborough being divided into two parishes for all ecclesiastical purposes, it is requisite 

for persons residing in each division to confine themselves for the above purposes to their 

own parish church. Churchwardens Thomas Warner, Richard Crosher December 7 1838. 

 

During the 1820s Richard Crosher married Susanna and they had two only children: 

Edward Joshua born 18 November 1828 and Susannah Smith born 3 May 1830. 

Susannah died four months later on 24 September 1830 and her brother died at 

almost six year of age on 11 November 1834. Such sadness may have influenced 

how Richard Crosher used the time not demanded by his business. He built a house, 

still standing and forming the core of William Davis’s headquarters. Whilst Richard 

took on public roles his wife, Susanna, supported his work and she was recorded on 

several occasions as donating flour and fruit to the hospital in Baxter Gate. Susanna 

died on 5 January 1869 at the age of 70 years and was buried with her two children 

in the same plot in All Saints graveyard. 

 

Richard Crosher took Sarah Jane as his second wife and her tribute to her husband 

is on the north wall of the chancel of Emmanuel church. Perhaps significantly only 

Richard Crosher and the first Rector have memorials in the chancel, his memorial 

being a stylised portrait chosen and paid for by his wife. When Richard died on 7 

April 1882 he was buried in the family plot at All Saints and his widow, Sarah Jane is 

also interred in the same place, she having died on 2 December 1910 at the age of 

79 years. 

 

A commemorative plaque in Emmanuel Church, on the north wall of the chancel 

reads:   

 

“In affectionate remembrance and with tender love this monument is inscribed to 

the dear memory of Richard Crosher of Forest Field by his second wife  

Sarah Jane Crosher. 

He was born on December 28th 1799 and died on Good Friday, April 7th 1882. 

In thy presence is the holiness and by thy right hand there 

is pleasure for ever more. Psalm XVI Verse 12.” 

 

The memorial was designed and made by T. Brock ARASC, London 1888. 

 

The public works of Richard Crosher were demanding over many years. He served 

on the Management Committee of the Governors of the Loughborough Hospital, 

acting as one of the two Visitors whose duties were to inspect the accounts of the 

hospital weekly and to authorise regular payments.  

 

Crosher’s role in the governance of the hospital only becomes fitfully available in the 

surviving records. He served for many years on its Committee and the press 

reported him acting as a visitor for various periods during the 1840s. The press 

ceased to record this information but there is no reason to suppose that he did not 

continue to scrutinise the accounts and give advice as required. The Visitors had 
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their own office when the hospital moved into the new premises in 1862 which we 

now see in a ruinous state in Baxter Gate. The Visitors’ room was lit by the Oriel 

window over the patients’ entrance. Ironically, perhaps, the final users of the room 

were patients who wanted to smoke. On various occasions he chaired the quarterly 

meeting of the Governors of the hospital. Not infrequently, as in July 1876, the 

editor of the Advertiser stated there was no business of general interest. A separate 

item in the same edition records that a midwife continued her work in 

Loughborough but not in association with the hospital. 

 

Richard Crosher and both of his wives donated gifts of fruit, flour and cash to the 

hospital and these were acknowledged from time to time in the Loughborough 

Advertiser. 

 

In 1874 the idea of establishing a convalescent home for patients recovering from 

treatment in the Loughborough Hospital became an active policy. Many thoughtful 

people recognised that the patients often came from cramped homes with few 

facilities for nursing a weak person.  Richard Crosher was one of a small group of 

Committee members who left Loughborough on a foggy November day and as they 

approached Woodhouse they passed the Beacon bathed in ‘glorious weather’. In the 

following spring the first of the homes for recovery was opened after a successful 

campaign to raise fund for a house in Maplewell Road.  One of the first members of 

the administrative Committee of the home was Richard Crosher. 

 

One of the innovations of the increasingly powerful General Medical Council of 

Great Britain was a move to exclude midwives from dealing with births because 

such duties more properly lay with surgeons. Loughborough Hospital at its AGM in 

1975 in March was a motion proposed by Mr Brock and seconded by Richard 

Crosher that from 6 July 1875 the Hospital would cease to support midwifery.  Such 

a move soon proved nationally to be wholly unsustainable and in appropriate. 

However we have no account of what arguments Mr Crosher had advanced. 

Interestingly in November the Advertiser recorded: ‘The Services of a trained nurse 

from the Middlesex Hospital have been secured to attend the sick working classes at 

their own homes.’ This was under the heading of District Nurse, the first time such 

an appointment was made and supported by prominent ladies of the town. 

 

If Crosher did not understand the importance of the role of midwives he did argue 

strongly for Girls’ education. The Loughborough Advertiser’s reports on the ‘New 

Scheme for Burton’s Charity’ proposed in March 1873 records the arguments of 

Crosher and others to the absorbing of the Hickling Charity with Burton’s because 

of the loss of the provision for the education of poor girls. The final outcome was 

that Hickling’s Charity lost its educational funding.  

 

Richard Crosher did not ignore the needs of the poor of Emmanuel parish and is 

recorded in early February 1875 of giving coals for the poor. In same year he 
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supported the UK Alliance, a temperance organisation along with other prominent 

business people of Loughborough. 

 

On a different aspect of life Richard Crosher was elected by the ratepayers to serve 

on the Loughborough Board of Health. This had been established to deal with the 

above average death rate in Loughborough arising from inadequate sanitation. 

Although drains were laid along the principal roads and new houses had to be 

connected to the service much of the poorer areas of the town remained without a 

sewer connection. Sufficient clean water only became available in 1870 thanks to the 

sustained pressure of Archdeacon Fearon and some allies who promoted a private 

company to dam the Woodbrook at Nanpantan to create a reservoir to meet the 

needs of both the inhabitants and industries. Only belatedly when the bill allowing 

the water works scheme to be imposed on Loughborough did the Public health 

Board assume responsibility for this vital service.  Richard Crosher chaired the 

Board in 1863 but what his role was in this important local reform deserves to be 

explored. 

 

It is important to recognise that the past is a foreign country and so it is a mistake 

to censure people for having some attitudes and knowledge gave them different 

values to some that we might support. However there is no doubt in my mind that  

Richard Crosher was a volunteer motivated by ideals that were expressed in the 

Ode to Duty by William Wordsworth: 

  “Give unto me, made lowly wise 

   The spirit of self-sacrifice.”   

 

Ian Keil would be very grateful for any more information about Richard Crosher.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interested in volunteering at The Old Rectory Museum? 
 

Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society is responsible for operating the Old Rectory 

Museum and open it to the public every Saturday throughout the summer months between the hours of 

11 am and 3 pm.    

 

The Society welcomes volunteers to staff the building.  Working alongside another volunteer, slots are 

available in two-hourly sessions, either from 11 am to 1 pm or 1 pm to 3 pm (or the full 4 hours if you 

prefer!)  It’s an enjoyable and interesting activity, with easy to follow instructions available on how to 

open up and make ready the building and the opportunity to pair up with a more experienced volunteer 

should you wish.  Or you could bring a friend and volunteer together! 

 

If you would like to talk about the possibility of becoming one of the volunteers who keep this historic 

building available to the people of the town, please contact the committee members listed at the back of 

this newsletter or the curator using the enquiry form below: 

http://www.loughboroughpastandpresent.org/contactlahs.php . 

http://www.loughboroughpastandpresent.org/contactlahs.php
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The work of Magistrates in 19th Century 

Leicestershire 
 

At the meeting on March 5th, Dr Ian Keil spoke to the 

Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society with a talk entitled Poaching, 

Politics, Poverty, Privilege: Leicestershire Magistrates in the Nineteenth Century. 

 

He explained how the functions of Magistrates (JPs) changed in the century, who 

served on the bench, how members, usually landowners, were chosen by the Lord 

Lieutenant. Training was a matter of the individual learning on the job.  

 

Justices sometimes dealt with urgent cases alone and at home. More usually, they 

served alongside one or two other magistrates at Petty Sessions, often held weekly 

at locations across the County. Loughborough was the meeting place of an area 

similar to Charnwood Borough.  

 

Every three months justices were expected to attend the Quarter Sessions at 

Leicester where serious criminal and civil cases were heard and they received 

reports on various administrative matters. These latter matters included decisions 

about routes for roads, water courses and canals, and projects.     

  

At the Petty Sessions JPs decided on orders for fathers to support children born out 

of wedlock, on requirements that domestic disputes be settled to minimise 

disturbance of neighbours, and about wages be paid to workmen by defaulting 

employers or workers serve apprenticeships as agreed by contracts. 

  

The Petty Sessions also dealt with a wide range of offences ranging from poaching 

(usually punished by a fine), drunken behaviour, desertion and violence.   

 

During the century after the Parliamentary Reform Act of 1832, JPs  

served on the Poor Law Boards but shared responsibility with rate-payer-elected 

members. Their responsibilities for highways ended when ratepayer-elected boards 

took over such work. Other powers were taken by elected bodies with the creation 

of the County Council in 1888 making Quarter Sessions courts to hear criminal and 

civil cases.  

 

Divorce was too expensive for most people.  However, after the Matrimonial 

Causes Acts of the 1880s JPs acquired the power to order the separation of 

husbands and wives who could no longer live together. 

 

In the nineteenth century (as in the present day) magistrates were unpaid, even 

though they were dealing with the vast majority (estimated at over 90%) of legal 

disputes.  

 

Professor Malcolm Hill thanked Dr Keil and this was greeted by applause.  
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Memories are made of this… 
 
As a writer and a collector of stories, I was intrigued by the idea of the memory study 

outlined by Dr Emily Keightley at the LAHS members’ afternoon and decided there and 
then that I’d like to take part.  Better still, Dr Keightley, a lecturer in communication 

and media studies at Loughborough University, mentioned that participants could be 
interviewed individually or as part of a family group, and as this seemed like a brilliant 

activity to do with the children, I went home and fired off an email inviting the 
researchers to sign us all up.  After which I thought I’d better mention it to the 

husband and children who, luckily, were fairly laid back about it and didn’t kick up too 
much of a fuss. 

 
Dr Keightley – ‘call me Emily’ - and her team of researchers in the Department of 

Social Sciences are part way into a three year research project funded by the 
Leverhulme Trust on the media of remembering.  In the past fifty years society has 
become increasingly preoccupied with the past, as evidenced by the popularity of 

heritage and local history studies, historical dramas and television documentaries.  
Alongside this, academics from a number of disciplines have begun to raise concerns 

over how the past is represented, with the relationship between memory and history 
being reassessed and memory as a way of making sense of the relationship between 

past and present re-examined.  Unfortunately, as these developments have occurred, 
there has been a growing divergence in the field of memory research between studies 

which focus on how individuals and small groups remember, and those which are 
concerned with the representation of the past as acts and performances of cultural 

memory. 
 

As a result, a major thrust of the Loughborough study is to re-align the principles of 
personal and collective memory by focussing on the use individuals and small groups 
make of two technologies - photography and recorded music - in relation to the key 

social categories of ethnicity, class, generation and gender.  These particular media 
were chosen during pilot interviews as being the most significant technologies of 

remembering in our everyday lives.   

 

Emily was to interview us herself and arranged to come to our home at a time 
convenient to the family.  Finding an hour-long slot outside of working hours for the 

adults and social commitments for the children proved to be easier than I had 
anticipated, but the second part of our homework - to find a piece of music and four or 

five photographs that meant something to us all - was practically impossible.  We were 
still discussing it heatedly when Emily arrived.   

 
This wasn’t too much of a problem, as it turned out.  It became clear as Emily asked 
her questions that we were not being asked for specific memories sparked off by 

looking at our photographs.  Instead, the importance we place on photographs and 
how they stimulate us to recall specific memories was being gauged.  Rather than asking 

what we saw, Emily asked how we felt when we looked at photographs, how many we 
have, how and when we take and store them, and what prompts us to take them out 
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and look at them.  Having said that, it was difficult not to talk about the memories the 

photographs invoked and altogether the four of us found it a very enjoyable and often 

amusing trip down memory lane.  And that was before we had even got on to music, 

much of which was vetoed by the children as being too sad or too fogey.  In the end, 
we settled collectively on ‘Ray of Light’ by Madonna and shared with Emily our 
memories of hearing it in a Singapore street cafe in 2005.  I’m not sure the discussion 

added much to her research, but it was one of those moments of family closeness 
which seem so rare now that our children are hovering on the fringes of adulthood. 

 
From our point of view it was fascinating to see what each of us remembered most 

strongly about shared experiences and the differences between our recollections.  Both 
children shared memories which my husband and myself had never heard before and 

we discussed with Emily how each had recently recalled accidents they’d had as young 
children which had actually happened to the other.  Furthermore, as the writer in the 

family, I was shocked and not a little peeved when, asked the question ‘who’s the best 
story teller?’, the children answered simultaneously ‘Dad!’  Unbeknown to us, we were 

the first family group to be interviewed in the study and, Emily informed us as she left, 
her colleagues back at base were eager to hear how the dynamics of the interview had 
panned out. 

 
Along with the possibility for participants to carry out self-interviews, the research 

team aim to conduct a total of 90 interviews with individuals and family groups from a 

variety of social backgrounds.  They will then use a range of techniques to analyse 

transcripts of these interviews to find out how social identities shape and are shaped by 
forms of remembering, how photography and phonography interact as vehicles of 

individual and collective memory, and how these themes are expressed in accounts of 
remembering.  Which by my reckoning means they’ll be doing a lot of listening.  But if 

our experience is anything to go by, they seem to be very good at doing just that. 
Alison S Mott 

 

Anyone interested in taking part in the Media of Remembering study should contact 

Dr Emily Keightley and her team on 01509 223629 or by email at E.Keightley@lboro.ac.uk. 

 

Further information on the research project can be found at 

http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/ss/news/news.html  

 

EXTRAORDINARY ACCIDENT AT LOUGHBOROUGH 
 
 A woman named Martha was suffocated on Sunday night in the cellar of a public-
house at Loughborough, near Leicester, by fumes of carbonic acid gas from a vat of 
fermenting ale.  The landlady and another woman were rendered insensible, and some men 
who attempted to rescue them were also much affected by the gas. 
 

The Derby Mercury (Derby, England), Wednesday, April 12, 1871; Issue 8184. 

 

mailto:E.Keightley@lboro.ac.uk
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/ss/news/news.html
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Committee Report 2011 
 

The Old Rectory Museum has had another successful year and the committee are 

again grateful to Janet Slatter for her hard work in ensuring that the museum 

continues to be a valuable asset to the town. ’Christmas at the Old Rectory’ was 

held again - the Victorian games provided by Ernie and Sheila Miller were very 

popular with all ages. Thank you to all members who helped at the Museum during 

the year. 

 

We have had an interesting programme of speakers this season covering a wide 

range of topics. Due to a heating problem, December’s talk was cancelled, 

fortunately the speaker, Dylan Bickerstaff, has agreed to speak to the Society in May. 

 

The committee currently has no Chair, this is not a good situation for the Society 

and it is to be hoped that this will be resolved.  Thanks to Ian Keil who has chaired 

Committee meetings and introduced speakers for the past twelve months. 

 

Sadly, a long serving member of the committee, Averil Harper-Smith, passed away 

recently.  Averil was a long standing member of the Society and was a Committee 

Member until 2009.  She was working on her own historical research up to her 

death. 

 

The Society is producing another print run of the very popular Loughborough 

Guide leaflet which was originally funded with Lottery money. 

 

Finally, thank you to all members for continuing to support Loughborough 

Archaeological and Historical Society. 

Sara Haynes (Secretary) 

 

Upcoming events in the area: 

 

A new guide to Diseworth Village - the Diseworth Heritage Trail – is to be launched at the 

Diseworth Heritage Centre on Sunday, April 10th at 3.00pm.  Visitors will be most welcome. 

 

18th/19th June, 2011    Civil War Living History Event in Diseworth.  All welcome. See 

info@diseworthcentre.org for details of both events. 

 

Evening talks to be held at Charnwood Museum: 

 

Wednesday April 20th - Crossing and Fishing the Trent a Thousand Years Ago - Lynden Cooper, 
University of Leicester Archaeological Services – Bridge Timbers from Hemington Gravel Quarry 

 

Wednesday May 18th - Bringing Natural History Collections to Life - Caroline Holmes, Senior 

curator, Natural Life – the collections held in the Collection Resources Centre at Barrow on Soar. 

 

Wednesday June 22nd - Bird Song Nigel Slater - Bird Identification from their songs. 

 

mailto:info@diseworthcentre.org
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Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society is a registered charity. 

New members are always welcome. 

 
Publicity Secretary/Newsletter Editor:   

Alison S Mott, 16 Carington Street, Loughborough, Leics.  LE11 5NF 

Telephone 01509 210767  Email:  mott.the.wordsmith@gmail.com   

 

Society Secretary:  

Sara Haynes, 25 Woodbrook Road, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 3QB   

Telephone 01509 232 953   Email: Sarahaynes1@aol.com  

 

Society Treasurer:  

Malcolm Hill, 22 Sandalwood Road, Loughborough, LE11 3PS 

Telephone: 01509 230 559   Email: MalcolmRHill@aol.com 
 

Many thanks to all contributors to this, my first LAHS newsletter.  If you have an historical specialism or 

area of interest you would like to write about, or something you would like to share in the Autumn 

Newsletter with other members of the LAHS, please post or email your contributions to me (see 

contact details below).  Handwritten submissions are accepted and photographs and illustrations for 

articles would be gratefully received. 

Alison Mott 

The Old Rectory Museum 

 

Open every Saturday from April to October 

11 am to 3 pm 

 

Come along and see the new exhibition for 

2011/2012 on  

 

Shops and Shopping in Loughborough 

 

 

Loughborough Archaeological  

and Historical Society 
Annual membership subscription rates 

 

Full paying individuals  £12.50 

Concessions £10.00 

Family subscription 

(2 adults + children) £25.00 

 

Membership renewal date –  

September 2011 

 

Contact Malcolm Hill 

(see below for contact details) 
 

mailto:david.tarver@btinternet.com
mailto:Sarahaynes1@aol.com
mailto:MalcolmRHill@aol.com

