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AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2015 
 

‘Gentlemen’ of the Society 
 

 
 
Longstanding LAHS member Anne Tarver recently found the above photograph whilst tidying 
paperwork at her home.   
 
The picture shows members of what would then have been the Loughborough & District 
Archaeological Society, standing outside what appear to be the public conveniences at the Biggin 
Street bus station.  These were demolished in the late 1990s to make way for the Rushes shopping 
centre.  Those identified in the photograph are John Richards, Brian Williams and Bill Moffatt, but 
we’d love to know the names of the remaining two gentleman and when the photograph was 
taken. 
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LAHS Winter Programme  
 
The first meeting of the 2015/2016 LAHS winter programme will be at 7.30 pm on Saturday 3rd 
October in Room D002 of the James France Building (opposite the Ashleigh Drive entrance to the 
University).  There is ample parking immediately outside the venue and talks take place in a 
ground floor room. 
 
The Members’ afternoon in January will be held in the Stuart Mason Building next to Brockington.  
All remaining talks take place in the James France Building. 
 
See below for details of speakers for the year. 
 
Annual membership subscriptions are due for payment and once again we ask members to 
make payment by cheque to speed up administration at the beginning of meetings and to help 
with accounting procedures.  Cheques can be handed to the Treasurer prior to talks or posted to 
his home address, listed on the back page of this newsletter.  Subscription rates are: 
 

Individual membership  £12.50 
Family subscription (2 adults + children) £25.00 

 

Please make cheques payable to Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society. 
 

The Dissolution: from Monasteries to Mansions – Peter Liddell 

3rd October 2015 - 7:30 pm 

(Room D002, James France Building) 
 

Christmas 1915 at the Front: a Leicestershire perspective – Karen Ette 

5th Dec 2015 - 7:30 pm 

(Room D002, James France Building) 
 

Members Afternoon 

9th January 2016 - 2:30 pm 

(Room SMB002, Stuart Mason Building) 
 

Title and speaker to be confirmed 

6th February 2016 - 7:30 pm 

(Room D002, James France Building) 
 

Title and speaker to be confirmed 

5th March 2016 - 7:30 pm 

(Room D002, James France Building) 
 

AGM followed by  

Talk - title and speaker to be confirmed 

2nd April 2016 - 7.30 pm 

(Room D002, James France Building) 
 

For more information visit www.loughboroughpastandpresent.org 
 

http://www.loughboroughpastandpresent.org/
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Resistivity survey of the moated site 

The University of Leicester Bradgate Park Fieldschool 
by Vivien Law 

 
Season 1 Excavations 
 

 
The ruins of Bradgate House, completed around 1520 – photo Wikipedia 

 
The 2015 excavations focused on three areas: 
 
The Moated Site 
 
A moated platform approximately 50 metres square lies to the west of Bradgate House.  
This is believed to have been the medieval keeper’s lodge when the deer park was much 
smaller than it is now.  Geophysics survey (see photograph) shows a large stone building in 
the centre together with a 
circular low resistance feature.   
 
The visible shallow moat 
earthwork was excavated to 
reveal 1 metre depth of 
sediment.  A coarse stone drain 
had been laid at some point but 
contained no dateable finds.   
Trenches exploring the building 
revealed stone and slate rubble, 
particularly over the rectangular 
projection on the north side.   
 
Underlying stone wall lines differed in width and construction, with regularly spaced 
padstones indicating a cruck-framed building with stone infill to the lower part of the wall.  
The rectangular projection was found to be a former fireplace with reddened surrounding 
stones and charcoal deposits, though it is likely the building would have had a central 
fireplace originally.  The structure had a roof of graded slate and a green-glazed ceramic 
tiled ridge. 
 
The pit shown by geophysics on the south-west side of the building turned out to be a 
shallow feature and not as old as initially hoped.  Pottery found on the site was medieval 



   

 

Page 4 Autumn Newsletter 2015 

 

 

but showed no significant links to the activity at Bradgate House.  Two medieval coins 
were discovered, one from the reign of Edward 1. 
 
Bradgate House 
 
A trench was located within the original courtyard area of the house (built c. 1490 – 1520) 
investigating partial wall lines and parch marks showing a rectangular building on a 
different alignment to Bradgate House measuring approximately 11m x 6m.  Pottery finds 
in the demolition levels date to 1475 – 1550, encompassing the period of construction of 
the house.   
 
Underneath the deposits a flagstone floor was found with a slot indicating a probable 
internal partition.  A drain built into the eastern wall and a late medieval horseshoe rusted 
to the floor suggest the building may have been used for animals.  A probable exterior yard 
on the same level as the flagstone floor was also discovered a short distance from the 
building. 

 
Though the function of the building is 
uncertain, it is likely that it was present on 
site prior to Bradgate House, possibly as one 
of a complex of buildings.  It probably 
remained in use during the construction of 
the house before being demolished to make 
the courtyard. 
 
Outbuildings 
 
The 1746 estate map shows a substantial 
building constructed on a platform to the south of 
Bradgate House.  The excavation set about establishing its date and purpose. 
 
Trenches revealed cobbling inside and outside.  Finds in soil accumulated against the north 
wall date from the late 17th century onwards and projections of the walls suggest a long 
rectangular structure approximately 6m x 20m.  The structure was found to post-date a 
large surface of unknown date on which silt and debris accumulated prior to its 
construction.  This may relate to a period when Bradgate House lay largely unoccupied 
such as after Lady Jane Grey was deposed.  This building probably dates to the late 17th 
century and could have been constructed for the visit of William 111 in 1696, with 
documentary sources indicating stables were erected outside the house for 100 horses. 
 
This information is summarised from the University’s report which can be read in full at: 
https://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/archaeology/research/projects/bradgate-park-season-1-2015 

 

The building with flagstone floor exposed. 

https://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/archaeology/research/projects/bradgate-park-season-1-2015


   

 

Page 5 Autumn Newsletter 2015 

 

 

New book on Loughborough’s Luddites 
 
June 2016 will be the 200th anniversary of Luddite 
activities in Loughborough which saw the destruction of 
the lacemaking machinery at John Heathcote’s factory in 
Mill Street (now Market Street) and the withdrawal of 
Heathcote and much of his workforce from the town.  To 
mark the anniversary, the history of the uprising is 
discussed in a book recently published by Panda Eyes 
Publishing. 
 
‘The Last of the Luddites’ is the result of seven years 
research into the subject by local resident Ian Porter.  The 
book draws on Ian’s knowledge of the town as well as on 
extensive historical evidence, much of it unseen by the 
public before.  The book is illustrated throughout with 
drawings by Michael Sharp, Diana Brass and Jennifer 
Harker. 
 
The attack on Heathcote and Boden’s factory in Loughborough took place on the night of 28 June 
1816.  The attackers – known as ‘Luddites’ after Ned Ludd, an Anstey youth famed for frame-
breaking – spent the day drinking in the town before breaking into the factory after dark.  They 
took the factory hands by surprise, shooting and injuring night watchmen John Asher before 
destroying 55 machines and burning all the lace stored at the factory.  The majority of the men 
were from Nottingham and were caught shortly after returning to their homes there.   
 
Mystery has always surrounded the reason for the attack.  Were the offenders anarchists set on 
saving jobs being taken over by mechanisation or were they paid to carry out the attack by 
Nottingham manufacturers threatened by Heathcote’s success?  This is just one of the questions 
the book aims to answer. 
 
Whatever the facts of the matter, many of the men who broke into the factory paid a heavy price 
for their involvement.  Six were hung and two were transported.  A handful turned king’s evidence 
and escaped justice. 
 
“It’s such a tragic tale,” says Ian.  “My 
hope is that the town will do something to 
celebrate the anniversary next June.” 

 
‘The Last of the Luddites’ costs £9.99 and 
is available from Loughborough Library as 
well as Delice Café in Baxter Gate, Tylers in 
Carillon Court and Waterstones Bookshop 
in the Market Place.   

The gang of Luddites visited ale houses in the town  

before carrying out their attack. 
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Dishley 
by Ernie Miller 

 

Dishley today would be called a deserted village. Now part of Loughborough and with the modern 
housing creeping in, the situation is changing. 
 
The Domesday Book in 1068 gives Dishley as (Dislea - Digoth’s lea - a clearing in a wood). The 
same Digoth gave his name to the nearby Diseworth, only 4 miles away, so there may be a 
connection. Domesday gives a similar number of households to Loughborough, 33 to 39. By the 
19th cent all that was left were a farmhouse and a ruined church.  In between it had an interesting 
history. 
 
Shortly after Garendon Abbey was 
founded in 1133  Dishley was given to 
the Abbey and a Grange was 
founded. The grange barn was still 
standing in 1804 and was said by 
Throsby “to be the largest he had 
ever seen; it is in length 48 yards 
(43.9m) and in breadth 15 yards 
(13.7m); the roof is supported by 
timber like the roof of Leicester 
Castle”. 
 
The Church 
 
The Church was dedicated to All Saints. The ruins stand on rising ground near the Grange where 
Robert Bakewell, his father and grandfather, lie buried. At its peak the Church comprised of a 
nave, chancel, north porch and a low embattled tower with one bell. The advowson was the 
property of the Abbot of Leicester until 1454 when it was purchased by the Abbey of Garendon. 
After the dissolution of the Monasteries in 1536 the ownership passed to the Duke of Rutland. 
Finally it was purchased with Garendon by Sir Ambrose Phillips in 1683. The family later took the 
name de Lisle and have held Garendon and Dishley to this day. With the building of Thorpe Acre 
church in 1845 Dishley Church fell into disuse and it was dismantled in 1882. 
 

The Grange before it was rebuilt in1845 

 

Dishley Church in 1880 
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The Gravestones 
 
Following work done from the 1950’s through to the 1980’s on the preservation of Dishley Church 
and the recording of its graveyard by the Vaughan Archaeological Society, a group from the Old 
Rectory Museum in Loughborough have uncovered a number of gravestones. All the stones at 
sometime in the past had been levelled and then grass and soil had covered them over, in some 
cases to a depth of several inches. The Vaughan Society discovered 34 graves. Recently 34 have 
been rediscovered and a further 15 have been recorded. They range in date from Elizabeth 
Ransdale 1702 aged 77 to the latest, Sarah Wright 1855 aged 14 months. This last burial was 10 
years after the opening of the new church and the closing of the church at Dishley. 
 
The families represented by the gravestones 
at the moment include:- 
 
Breedon, Cleton, Cook, Creswell, 
Cumberland, Freeman, Gimson, Gregory, 
Gutteridge, Hopewell, Jackson, Keightley, 
Kirk, Lego, Lewin, Loe, Lowe, Mee, Mitchell, 
Morris, Phipps, Pilkington, Ransdale, 
Richards, Taylor, Templeton, Throne, Winsall, 
Wright. 
 
 
 

Part of a gravestone giving the name of the carver. 

The ruins of the church in 1956 
 

Today all that is left are the 
North and South walls and the 
East End. The Porch, the Tower, 
the West End and the roof are 
all gone. 
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A Stone that has an interesting story 
 
The inscription on the gravestone of William Kirk 
seems to indicate that death came as a surprise; 
research shows this to be the case. The report of 
his death in the local newspaper gives the 
details. 
 
A small number of the stones commemorate the 
deaths of servants and workers on the Garendon 
Estate. 
 
Within the church itself are 11 gravestones for 
the Bakewell family including Robert Bakewell, 
his sister and nephew. 

 
 

 
 

Leicester Chronicle 10 February 1838 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society is a registered charity. 

New members are always welcome. 
 

Society Secretary:  

Sara Haynes, 25 Woodbrook Road, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 3QB   

Telephone 01509 232 953   Email: Sarahaynes1@aol.com  

 

Society Treasurer:  

Malcolm Hill, 22 Sandalwood Road, Loughborough, LE11 3PS 

Telephone: 01509 230 559   Email: MalcolmRHill@aol.com 
 

 
Sacred 

to the Memory of 
WILLIAM KIRK, 

(late of Thorp-Acre,) 
who departed this life, Febry,, 1st,, 1838. 

Aged 63 Years. 
READER! “Boast not thyself of 

to-morrow; for thou knowest not 
what a day may bring forth.     

In the midst of LIFE, we are in DEATH 
 

Many thanks go to all contributors to this newsletter.  If you would like to write something for the 

next LAHS newsletter, please contact the Society Secretary (see details, below).  Contributors don’t need 

to be LAHS members and we accept articles of local interest which have appeared in other publications 

and don’t breach copyright.  Handwritten submissions are also welcomed, as are photographs and 

illustrations for articles. 

mailto:Sarahaynes1@aol.com
mailto:MalcolmRHill@aol.com

