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AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2014 
 

Poppies at The Old Rectory 
Museum 
 

by Janet Slatter 
 

As part of the World War 1 
commemorations Scout groups all over 
Loughborough planted poppy and wild 
flower seeds in public open spaces 
around the town.  
 
 
The groups that meet in Fearon Hall planted some in the grounds of the Old Rectory. They 
have been a great success and have put on a splendid show. 
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LAHS Winter Programme  
 
The first meeting of the 2014/2015 LAHS winter programme will be at 7.30 pm on Saturday 4th 

October in Room D002 of the James France Building (opposite the Ashleigh Drive entrance to the 
University).  There is ample parking immediately outside the venue and the talks take place in a 
ground floor room. 
 
The talks scheduled for December and January will be held in the Stuart Mason Building next to 
Brockington.  The talks in February, March and April will then revert to the James France Building. 
 
See below for details of speakers for the year. 
 
Annual membership subscriptions are due for payment and once again we ask members to 
make payment by cheque to speed up administration at the beginning of meetings and to help 
with accounting procedures.  Cheques can be handed to the Treasurer prior to talks or posted to 
his home address, listed on the back page of this newsletter.  Subscription rates are: 
 

Full paying individuals £12.50 
Concessions £10.00 

Family subscription (2 adults + children) £25.00 
 

Please make cheques payable to Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society. 
 

The ‘Codebreakers’ – Dr Mark Baldwin 

4th October 2014 - 7:30 pm 

(Room D002, James France Building) 
 

The Alabaster Industry – Ray State 

6th Dec 2014 - 7:30 pm 

(Room SMB002, Stuart Mason Building) 
 

Members Afternoon 

10th January 2015 - 2:30 pm 

(Room SMB002, Stuart Mason Building) 
 

How Leicestershire Mourned, How Leicestershire Remembered – Karen Ette 

7th February 2015 - 7:30 pm 

(Room D002, James France Building) 
 

Kings, Battles and Castles - the Archaeology of the Wars of the Roses in  

Leicestershire and Rutland – Peter Liddle 

7th March 2015 - 7:30 pm 

(Room D002, James France Building) 
 

AGM followed by  

The Work of the Portable Antiquities Scheme – Wendy Scott 

11th April 2015 - 7.30 pm 

(Room D002, James France Building) 
 

For more information visit www.loughboroughpastandpresent.org 
 

http://www.loughboroughpastandpresent.org/
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Local Brothers go to War 
by Mick Allen 

 
This is the story of my grandfather, George 
Frederick Allen and his two brothers Percy Herbert 
and Arthur William, all of whom were heavily 
involved in WWI. 
 
They were the sons of George and Hannah Allen 
who had moved into Loughborough in 1885. 
George was a printer compositor and worked, 
amongst other places, at Wills and Hepworth’s. 
Their eldest son George Frederick Allen, better 
known as Fred, was born in Pateley Bridge, 
Yorkshire in 1878. On 9th January 1909 he joined 
‘C’ Squadron of the Leicestershire Yeomanry, a 
territorial cavalry unit. On the declaration of war in 
August 1914, the Yeomanry were called up and 
Fred, who was then aged 36, got a special license to 
marry Nellie Kirk (my grandmother) at Barrow-
upon-Soar Registry Office on 6th August. Nellie was six months pregnant at the time. 
 
The Yeomanry disembarked in France on 3rd November and as part of the 2nd Cavalry 
Division they fought in the trenches alongside the infantry in the tail-end of the Battle of 
Ypres. The following year Fred and the rest of the Leicestershire Yeomanry were again in 
the trenches. During May they played a major role in the Battle of Frezemberg Ridge. Of 
the 270 men of the Yeomanry involved, only between 30 - 40 came out unscathed; luckily 
Fred was one of them.  
 
His wife Nellie lived in Quorn, from where seven men had lost their lives. A family story 
goes that when the telegrams informing families of the deaths started to arrive in Quorn, 
Nellie, knowing that any telegram about Fred would be sent to his parents, left for their 
home in Queens Road, Loughborough, pushing her baby in its pram. She had been in such 
a panic that she did the journey in her slippers. 
 
After the battle Fred was promoted to lance-corporal, but that did not last because on the 
22nd July 1915 he was the subject of a court-martial and awarded 35 days Field 
Punishment No. 1. Part of this involved being shackled to a gun-carriage wheel for two 
hours a day. What he did to deserve this punishment I do not know, but he was stripped of 
his stripe on 16th December.  
 
The Yeomanry, with the rest of the cavalry, then seemed to be behind the front line ready 
to exploit the breakthrough that never came. During this period Fred seems to have 
contracted some sort of illness as he was hospitalised on 22nd September 1916. 

‘Widow's Penny’ - a bronze 
commemorative plague honouring Percy 

Allen and sent to his parents 
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Discharged on 17th October, he was back in hospital by 11th November, finally being 
shipped back to England. On 13th March 1917 he was discharged from the Yeomanry. 
After the war was over he became a road-foreman in charge of laying new surfaces on the 
county’s roads. I was told he was given the job by a former army Colonel, who was 
surveyor of roads, and who looked favourably on an ex-soldier. Fred died in 1943. 
 
Fred’s younger brother, Percy Herbert Allen, was born in 1882, also in Pateley Bridge. In 
1899 he enlisted in the 2nd Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment, for seven years; formerly 
he had been a railway porter. With the Regiment he served in Guernsey (where he met his 
future wife Violet Austin), India and Egypt.  
 
When WWI broke out Percy and Violet Allen were living in Nottingham Road, 
Loughborough, with three children and with Violet expecting another. Percy, who worked 
in an iron foundry, was still a reservist for the army and so was called up on 8th August. He 
embarked for France in December 1914, joining up with the 2nd Battalion Leicestershire 
Regiment who had arrived in France from a tour of duty in India. Percy was made up to 
Sergeant and with the battalion was involved in the Battle of Neuve Chappelle in March 
1915.  
 
Later that year, on 25th September, the 
battalion were called upon to make a 
diversionary attack in the Champagne 
region, as part of the Battle of Loos. It 
was during this attack that Percy was 
killed. His body was never recovered 
and he is commemorated, both on a 
memorial in Dud Corner Cemetery near 
Lens, and also on the Carillon in 
Loughborough. His widow Violet never 
recovered from the news and she died, 
the family say, of a broken heart soon 
after. The orphaned children, including 
one who had never seen his father, 
were brought up by their grandparents. 
 
The youngest brother, Arthur William Allen was born in Loughborough in 1885. On the 5th 
May 1914, he had left his parent’s house at 21 Queens Road, Loughborough, where he had 
been a coach finisher at the Brush Electrical Engineering Company, to start a new life in 
Australia. With the outbreak of war, now living in Sydney, Arthur enlisted in the Australian 
Imperial Force, joining the 3rd Battalion, 3rd Rifles Regiment on 7th December 1914. 
 

Dud Corner cemetery at Loos-en-Gohelle, where Percy is 
commemorated on a wall plaque. 
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At the end of some basic training Arthur, with the rest of his 
battalion, embarked from Sydney on 11th February 1915 as 
part of the Anzac contingent on their way to Gallipoli via 
Alexandria in Egypt. The campaign began on 5th April and 
was a debacle from the start, with the Anzacs being landed 
in the wrong bay.  
 
During the fierce fighting that followed, Arthur received a 
gunshot wound to his thigh and was brought to England for 
medical treatment, being admitted to the General Hospital, 
Dudley Road, Birmingham. After being discharged on 4th 
June he was given seven days furlough. I wonder if he came 
back to Loughborough to visit his parents? 
 
By 15th August he had re-joined his unit in Gallipoli, but bad 
lucked dogged him again and on 21st August he received a 
bomb wound to his leg which turned septic.  He later 
suffered with gastro-enteritis. After the British finally 
withdrew from Gallipoli on the night of January 8th/9th 
1916, the Anzacs arrived in Alexandria where they stayed 
training until 22nd March. They then embarked for Marseilles. 
 
In France, on 28th April, Arthur was arrested in the French town of Laventie for being there 
without an appropriate pass. He was also charged with drunkenness. He was later given 
fourteen days ‘Field Punishment No. 2’. 
 
With the British offensive of the Somme stalled, the Anzacs were brought up to attack and 
take the Pozieres Ridge. The attack commenced on 23rd July and after four days fighting 
3,500 men had been killed or wounded, including Arthur Allen. He had received a serious 
gun-shot-wound to his right thigh. After treatment in various hospitals, Arthur was 
transferred to North Evington Military Hospital, Leicester (now Leicester General Hospital) 
on 16th August. This was just twelve miles from where he was born. I hope his family got 
to see him. 
 
After two operations Arthur was deemed unfit for duty and sent to 1st Auxiliary Hospital in 
Weymouth where he remained until 13th March 1917. He was returned “home” to 
Australia, although he had only lived there for about six months. He had actually spent 
more time in Gallipoli than he had in Australia. 
 
Back in Sydney Arthur was honourably discharged and awarded a pension of £3 per 
fortnight; this was reduced in 1918 to £2 per fortnight. How he fared in civilian life I do not 
know, but I feel he must have struggled with his injuries because he died in 1924 at the age 
of just 39.  

Mick’s uncle, Arthur Allen, 
in his ANZAC uniform 
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Morris Dancing 
by Vivien Law 

 
No-one really knows the origins of Morris dancing, though it is recognised as a very 
old tradition with definite seasonal observances.  Calendar events have probably 
been celebrated with some form of dance for as long as man has lived in society, but 
dancing under the specific name or description of ‘Morris’ has a long recorded 
history in England.   
 
The earliest known reference, to ‘the morysk daunce’ is from 1448 in the accounts 
of the Goldsmiths Guild of London when payment was made for a performance as 
part of the Midsummer Watch.  Other medieval references are made to the 
‘morysch daunce’ and the ‘Morys daunse’ and it is believed by many to derive from 
‘Moorish’.  This could be referring to the style of dance, or to the performers 
blacking their faces and therefore looking like Moors – possibly the only dark-
skinned people known to the English at this time.  Contemporary illustrations show 
elaborate and brightly coloured costumes worn with attached bells, using music 
from the pipe and tabor. 
 

 
 

Records suggest a connection with church ale festivals, especially Whitsun.  
Medieval English churches brewed and sold ales both for fundraising and social 
purposes.  Morris subsequently became a part of village fetes and May Day revels 
until falling out of favour under Cromwell and Puritan disapproval.  The tradition of 
Whitsun ales held on longest in the south-west midlands and most of the Cotswold 
Morris dance tradition comes from this area.  It was now an activity for ordinary 
people unable to afford fancy costumes, who simply decorated their clothes with 
flowers and ribbons commonly seen on Morris costumes today. 

Illustration of William Kempe 
morris dancing from London to 
Norwich in 1600, from his ‘Nine 
Daies Wonder’ 
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Chipping Camden Morris Men 1896 (www.sarummorris.co.uk) 

 

In the 19thC Morris declined as a result of rapid social change and new forms of 
entertainment.  Many dances were lost as teams died out.  It was traditional music 
collector Cecil Sharp’s chance sighting of an Oxfordshire side in 1899 which sparked 
a revival as he set about recording tunes and dances.  Other regional styles surviving 
long enough to be recorded include ‘Border Morris’ (Welsh borders), ‘North-West’ 
from Lancashire and Cheshire and Molly dancing from East Anglia.  Many more may 
have been forgotten and lost. 
 
Today’s Morris, though firmly rooted in tradition, is not solely a re-enactment of the 
past but continues to change and evolve with each side developing its own unique 
style.  It is still providing exercise, fun and a lively social life for those taking part. 
 

 

Bare Bones Border Morris of Loughborough 
dancing in Cambridge earlier this year 
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From Sarajevo to the Swan in the Rushes 
 

On Thursday 19th June, LAHS member Dr Robert Knight gave a talk to the Friends of 
Charnwood Museum which traced the road from the assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand to the Zeppelin raid on Loughborough (The Swan in the Rushes) eighteen 
months later.  
 
The talk discussed four stages of the journey into war: 
  
From Sarajevo to Vienna, the capital of the multinational empire, where nationalist 
tensions had been increasing for several decades.  In June 1914 the “war party” gained the 
upper hand after the news of the death of the heir to the throne arrived;  
 
From Vienna to Berlin, the capitals of the dual alliance. Berlin was the centre of the 
extraordinarily dynamic but contradictory second German Empire; 
 
From Berlin to London; rising Anglo-German antagonism centred on industrial 
competition, the challenge of German fleet policy, as well as the unpredictable personality 
of Kaiser Wilhelm;   
 
The mobilisation for “total war”; Dr Knight discussed the German violation of Belgian 
neutrality and the events which led to war in the light of recent literature about issues of 
guilt (or its absence) and responsibility1.   
 
Dr Knight ended his talk on the establishment of 
Loughborough Technical Institute in 1915 and the advent 
of the air war.  The bombing of a small market town in 
the heart of England was a sign that the front line had 
moved close to the home front. At the same time the 
Zeppelin raids reinforced perceptions of the Germans as 
Huns barbarously killing civilians, which had already been 
fed by reports of atrocities in Belgium and U-boat 
warfare. The call to take revenge on German civilians 
was a sign of things to come. 

 
In May, Dr Knight and Mel Gould of the Carillon 
Museum were interviewed about the Zeppelin raid on 
Loughborough by Bridget Blair of Radio Leicester.   
 

A recording of the programme they were featured in can be found on 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01ws672  

                                                 
1 Particularly the work of Christopher Clark, Margaret Macmillan and Max Hastings 

 

The local perspective on WW1 is documented in 
the current exhibition at Charnwood Museum 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01ws672
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New book highlights Loughborough’s sporting 
past 
 
Loughborough is known world-wide as a centre of sporting 
excellence through the University and its ability to produce 
such  sporting greats as, amongst others, David Gower, Bob 
Wilson, Sir Clive Woodward, Sir Sebastian Coe and Paula 
Radcliffe. 
 
However, a new book reveals that the town was active in 
the sporting world long before the University – previously 
Loughborough College – was established. 
 
‘The Athletic Grounds of Loughborough’, written by local 
resident Barry Wilford and published by Panda Eyes Press, 
documents the history of Loughborough’s sporting past 
and in particular of the Athletic Grounds on Nottingham 
Road, Leicestershire’s first enclosed sporting arena.  
 
Opened in 1862 behind the Greyhound Hotel, the grounds hosted athletics meets, cycling, 
cricket, rifle shooting, musical concerts, an in-famous pig hunt and, most famously, 
football.  It became the home of Loughborough Town Football Club and, later, 
Loughborough Corinthians, with matches staged there against many existing major league 
teams.  The grounds closed in 1908 when the site was sold for development. 
 
‘I became interested in the Athletic Grounds whilst looking through my late brother's 
collection of postcards,’ Barry says.  ‘I came across a photograph of Barrow Rising Star 
Football Team taken in 1904 and was intrigued to know where it was taken.’  A volunteer 
in Loughborough Library’s local studies room, Barry’s research kept growing until he 
realised he’d gathered enough material for a book.  This was launched at the recent Great 
War commemoration event in Queen’s Park. 
 
With its insight into social life in Loughborough during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries, Barry’s informative and amusing book has plenty to interest even those who 
don’t like sport.  The two world wars get a mention, as does the brewery which once stood 
off Derby Road, the origins of Loughborough Library and Charnwood Museum, and the 
duties and benevolence of the town’s first mayor, Alderman Joseph Griggs.   
 
Not to mention the story of how Loughborough Town FC beat Arsenal 8-0 at home in 
Loughborough! 
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The Loughborough History and Heritage Network 
 

As reported in the Spring newsletter, a project has been launched which sees a 
partnership between Charnwood Museum, Loughborough University and other 
members of the local heritage community.  The project’s remit is to establish a 
History and Heritage Network for Loughborough and the surrounding area.   
 
Funded by the Higher Education Innovation Fund (Enterprise Project Grant), the 
network hopes to strengthen local heritage work by encouraging collaboration 
between the many groups and individuals currently involved in preserving and 
sharing local history. 
 
The project website is now live, though still a work in progress.  It includes a news 
feature, updated weekly, on either an aspect of local history or a national story 
given a local perspective.  There is also news of up-coming historical events and links 
to heritage organisations and establishments in the area.   
 
The website can be found at www.lboro-history-heritage.org.uk and comments on 
its effectiveness and potential development are actively sought. 

The John Nichols Bi-centennial Lecture 
 

‘The very nerves, sinews and vitality of local history’:  
John Nichols and the County History of Leicestershire, 1775-1815 

Thursday 16th October 2014 
7.30 pm to 9.30 pm 

The Victorian Gallery, New Walk Museum, Leicester. 
 
The Committee has been asked to extend an invitation to members to attend the 
forthcoming John Nichols Bicentennial lecture hosted by Leicestershire 
Archaeological and Historical Society.   
 
The talk is to be delivered by Dr Julian Pooley, Honorary Visiting Fellow of the 
Centre for English Local History at the University of Leicester. 
 
The lecture marks the 200th anniversary of the completed publication of John 
Nichols’ landmark work.  It is free and open to the public, but places must be 
reserved in advance.  Bookings can be made by following the relevant link to 
Eventbrite on the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society website - 
http://www.lahs.org.uk/  
 

http://www.lboro-history-heritage.org.uk/
http://www.lahs.org.uk/
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Oh, What a Lovely War! - Ramblings 
from the Editor 
 
It’s come to that part of the newsletter where I 
think back over the past few months and try 
and remember what ‘thoughts historical’ I’ve 
had since last time I ‘rambled’.  
 
At the risk of becoming boring about my 
continued discovery of Leicester’s past, my 
lessons in local history were given impetus in 
May by a request for information on the city’s 
link with the Arts & Craft movement.  I’ve 
learned more about the subject than I would 
ever have thought possible, can’t walk through 
Leicester without muttering the names of late Victorian architects and to my husband’s 
annoyance given that he’s an expert on all things building, have taken to pointing out 
architectural features and types of building materials with the zeal of a religious convert.   
 
Much of what I’ve discovered about Arts & Craft links with Loughborough and I was 
particularly interested to read about the Shelthorpe estate, heavily influenced by Arts & 
Craft principles and built to a garden city design.  Then there are the connections with the 
Arts & Crafts designers themselves – Peter Waals, firstly, and later, Edward Barnsley – each 
just one degree away from Ernest Gimson, youngest son of Vulcan Works owner Josiah 
Gimson and Leicestershire’s most famous Arts & Craft designer.  Both men acted as tutors 
to handicraft students at the then Loughborough College and it was an exciting day when I 
discovered the decorative panel on campus which commemorates this aspect of the 
University’s past.   
 
The biggest historical news of the summer has been the 100th anniversary of the 
commencement of WW1, of course.  It’s hard to ignore the centenary given that it’s 
mentioned everywhere, and I’ve not been too sure what I think about it all, to be honest.   
 
In May I was privileged to attend a concert evening at Charnwood College, timetabled to 
take place prior to GCSE, AS and A-level pupils breaking off from regular schooling to begin 
sitting exams.  It was effectively the last time Year 13 - my daughter’s year group - would 
come together to perform in this way and watching their youthful, happy faces, I realised 
they were exactly the age group who would have gone to war 100 years ago.  Memories of 
Vera Brittain’s Testament of Youth came to mind, of the summer Vera, her brother and 
their friends had spent before the declaration of war in August 1914, as full of excited 
anticipation for their futures as my daughter was now.   The thought of such youngsters 
marching off to the hell we know they would face is unthinkable and I wondered at the 
anxiety their parents must have felt in watching them go.   

The concrete decorative panel on Loughborough 
University’s Brockington Building which depicts 
the handicraft students of Loughborough College.  
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I watched the television coverage of the commemorative services on the 4th August and 
complied with the suggestion to switch off all the lights in the house as a mark of respect.  
As far as I’m aware none of my ancestors lost their lives fighting in the Great War and 
ridiculous though it sounds, I admit to momentary churlishness about it.  Instead, though, I 
lit candles for two family members who survived the war but came back changed men, 
marked by what they’d experienced.  Oddly, despite being identical, the candles burned 
very differently, one losing its shape and almost disappearing completely in a flattened 
mess of wax, the other remaining upright and largely intact. I wondered, later, whether 
there was any symbolism in that.   
 
The BBC coverage featured sombre music, readings of poetry, diary entries and letters 
from 1914, and by the time the service at Westminster Cathedral began at 10 pm I was in a 

very low mood indeed.  Suddenly it struck me that 
this wasn’t what those young men had died for.  
They gave their lives so that we would have the 
freedom to enjoy ours.  I thought about my Great 
Uncle who’d lost his happiness in the war and 
decided that though right and proper to mark their 
sacrifice – with a candle, or a quiet moment 
reflecting on their memory - the best way to mark 
what they’d done would be to be happy and live a 
full and enriching life in their stead.   
 
The activities of the Charnwood Great War Project 
and other community groups have resulted in some 
wonderful local commemorative events.  I shall 
always remember the two sunny afternoons that I 
spent in Queens Park, chatting with friends and 
listening to the music of Hathern Band and the 
singing of the Tommy Atkins Folk Band.  It was good 
to join with others to remember the local men who 
marched off to war 100 years ago, many of them 
never to return.  It felt right to be a part of such an 
enjoyable, uplifting occasion, doing something 

positive to make history of our own. 
Alison Mott 

 

Photograph courtesy of Lynne Dyer 
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The War Cloud in Europe. 
Yeomanry and Territorials Mobilised 

Patriotic Scenes in Loughborough 
 

Taken from the Loughborough Echo, dated Friday August 7th 1914 

     Since Friday last events have moved with remarkable 

rapidity in the relationships between England and the 

continental powers.  The little cloud which surrounded the 

small state of Servia in the Balkans has rapidly developed 

into the greatest menace offered to England for a hundred 

years or more.  Not since the days of the Napoleonic war 

have the inhabitants of the British Isles been so startled out of 

their peaceful vocations as they were last weekend when the 

news came that Germany had thrown its armed forces into 

Belgium with the object of attacking France on that frontier. 

     It is now stale news and not necessary to relate how that 

the British Government considered that unwarrantable action 

a direct insult to Belgium, and an action which could not be 

tolerated peacefully.  Following this came a declaration of 

war in which Germany and Austria are the aggressors and 

arrayed against them are the British forces on land and sea, 

the French nation and the Russian nation.  The English fleet 

has sailed for the North Sea under sealed orders and as the 

majority of the German fleet was located in the same waters a 

big naval engagement may be reported any hour. 

     In Loughborough and the immediate district the first 

serious intimation which arose concerning the consequence of 

warlike preparations arose on Saturday, when the banks 

discovered an exceptional demand upon them for gold.  How 

serious this was throughout the country was illustrated by the 

Government ordering that the usual August Bank Holiday 

should be extended three days and later on that the banks 

should remain closed until Friday morning.  Added to this, 

the Government also decided, in order to retain the gold in 

currency, to issue £1 and 10s. notes. 

     The Loughboro’ banking establishments opened this 

morning after the holidays. Business was quite normal, and 

not a client came forward to transact more than the usual 

formal business. 

     On Sunday morning the 5th Battalion Leicestershire 

Regiment went into camp at Bridlington for their annual 

training.  The local company together with the Shepshed, 

Coalville, and Soar Valley companies left Loughborough at 

7-30 a.m. by special train, arriving at Bridlington about 3 

p.m.  Here they were met by a heavy downpour of rain, and 

after food had been provided, blankets were given out to the 

men [… missing text …]    from the War Office, orders were 

issued forbidding the men to be out after ten p.m. and on 

Monday morning the blankets were called in, and the camp 

struck.  By 8 o’clock nothing was left standing, the men, 

although working somewhat in the dark, carrying out the 

orders of their commanding officers with an alacrity that was 

commendable.  During the afternoon the various battalions 

moved out of camp, and the 5th Battalion was almost last to 

leave.  On reaching Bridlington railway station they were at 

once entrained, and arrived in Loughboro’ about 2-45 on 

Tuesday morning, headed by the band of the 5th Battalion.   

A large number of people watched their return, not-

withstanding the early hour.  The Shepshed and Soar Valley 

companies returned to their districts to await orders. 

     Thus was cut short the usual period under canvas – a 

period which will be remembered this year probably more 

than any in the history of those who are now members of the 

Territorial forces.  Had it not been for the early hour when the 

battalion returned, without doubt they would have received a 

fine demonstration from the inhabitants, but at three o’clock 

few people usually are stirring. 

     Monday in Loughborough and also the previous day were 

marked by more than common excitement, and rather than 

undertake their usual holidays groups of people preferred to 

gather to discuss the situation and give their opinion upon the 

prospects of the European war, and when the special editions 

of the evening newspapers issued with the news that war had 

been declared, the excitement in the town almost reached 

fever heat. 

     Many who had gone to the seaside became aware that it 

would be wiser to return home the day following Bank-

holiday rather than spend the week as they had been 

accustomed to do by the silver sea.  Thus on Tuesday with the 

presence of the holiday makers and the appearance in the 

streets of numerous strangers clad in khaki, the town was 

more than usually animated. 

     By Wednesday it was known that the orders for 

mobilisation of the Territorials and Yeomanry had been 

received, Lieut-Colonel Jones arriving from Uppingham to 

take command of the 5th Battalion and superintend 

mobilisation.  Major Martin and the Loughborough and 

Whitwick squadrons of Yeomanry were in evidence, and 

perhaps for the first time in their history the people of 

Loughborough became aware that the town is recognised at 

the War Office as the headquarters of the 5th Batt. 

Leicestershire Regiment. 

     In the morning the Territorials present paraded in the 

Queen’s Park in full marching order, and the feeling of the 

town was electrical, scarcely anyone could speak of anything 

except war.  As the proclamation appeared at the Town Hall, 

first announcing the call of the Army Reserve, and appealing 

to the Territorial forces, they were freely discussed.  During 

the day it became known that certain householders had shewn 

a most indiscreet action in endeavouring to lay by more than 

the ordinary supply of food.  This information was brought to 

the knowledge of the Mayor with the request that he should 

call a meeting of the Town Council to consider the food 

supply.  A meeting was called, and a summarised report of it 

will be found elsewhere in our columns. 

     As has been known to a few for some months, complete 

plans for mobilisation and provisioning and billeting the 

Territorials and Yeomanry had been made.  This was 

demonstrated by the ease with which, as the mobilisation 
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Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society is a registered charity. 

New members are always welcome. 
 

Society Secretary:  

Sara Haynes, 25 Woodbrook Road, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 3QB   

Telephone 01509 232 953   Email: Sarahaynes1@aol.com  

 

Society Treasurer:  

Malcolm Hill, 22 Sandalwood Road, Loughborough, LE11 3PS 

Telephone: 01509 230 559   Email: MalcolmRHill@aol.com 

 

Many thanks go to all contributors to this newsletter.  If you would like to write something for the 

next LAHS newsletter, please contact the Society Secretary (see details, below).  Contributors don’t need 

to be LAHS members and we accept articles of local interest which have appeared in other publications 

and don’t breach copyright.  Handwritten submissions are also welcomed, as are photographs and 

illustrations for articles. 

continued, each company marching in from its own district 

received at once its orders where to proceed for the night, and 

had the school children by some fairy wand been attracted to 

their places on Wednesday afternoon, they would have found 

that in place of copy-book and pens were khaki equipped 

privates with their kit bag and bedding.  

  

Keep Steady. 

     Here we would take the opportunity of urging upon our 

readers the importance of keeping steady and not giving way 

to anything approaching panic, for this action of Germany 

coming as it does after so many protestations of good faith 

absolutely destroys confidence and the war which they have 

so rashly undertaken may be prolonged for many months.  In 

fact it is probable that a patriotic statement will affirm that 

now we are in for the quar(ter?) it would be safest and best 

for us to fight it out, force against force, to the end, for in 

these momentous days, the issue of victory lies with the best 

equipped army rather than with that company whose desire is 

for peace. 

     The inhabitants must be aware that in momentous 

occasions such as we are now passing through the powers of 

government are considerably extended and well-nigh 

anything which is considered to be of use in mounting, 

equipping and victualing an army can be commandeered.  

Thus one tradesman in the town on Wednesday discovered 

that his horse and cart had been stopped and sent to the 

railway station and otherwise kept for the use of the War 

Office for an hour or two, and we are also informed that two 

well-known provision dealers in the town have each 

something like one hundred bags of flour lying at the goods 

station consigned to them in the ordinary course of business, 

which they are unable to move. 

     On Sunday, Mr. Edward H. Packe, of Prestwold, who 

formerly was attached to the Admiralty, wrote to 

headquarters offering his services.  On Tuesday there came a 

wire asking him to report himself, and he at once left  

Prestwold for London.  On Tuesday, when the Army officials 

 

visited Rothley, they commandeered the horse of Mr. T. E. 

Brookes, a well known sp(orts?) man.  In response, he said as 

they had taken his horse they might as well take him, and 

next day found him in the ranks of the Loughborough 

Yeomanry.  Yesterday… [text missing] 

     An exciting scene was witnessed in Sileby on Wednesday 

morning.  Sileby and district is the home of a good number of 

army reserve men, and on Wednesday morning these men, to 

the number of 40, obeyed the call to join their regiment, and 

as they assembled at the Midland Station a large crowd of 

friends and relatives assembled to see them off.  The platform 

and the railway approaches were crowded with people and 

some moving scenes were witnessed as the train steamed out 

of the station.  On Wednesday six army reserves left 

Wymeswold to join their regiment.  There were about a dozen 

employed at the Falcon Works, who have responded to the 

call.  Eight army reserve men from Shepshed marched to the 

station on Wednesday.  Before the Quorn troop of Yeomanry 

left the village the Vicar – the Rev. H. H. Rumsey – shook 

hands with the troops and wished them God speed and a safe 

return. 

     As the several companies of the 5th Battalion responded to 

the call for mobilisation and arrived in Loughborough, they 

were billeted in the Elementary schools of the town.  The 

Ashby Co. were quartered at the Rosebery-street schools, 

while the Soar Valley occupied the infant dept. of the 

Churchgate schools and the Melton Company set up their 

quarters in the Cobden-street boys school.  At the Rendall-

street the advanced party of the Market Harboro’ Company 

arrived yesterday afternoon and the full company entered into 

the schools this morning.  

     Major Childers, accompanied by a veterinary inspector 

and the police, has been busy obtaining horses for the cavalry 

and any farmer or owner of a likely horse has found himself 

called upon to part with it.  It is also stated that the Gov-

ernment may do likewise with motor cars. 

     Yesterday afternoon the Loughborough and Whitwick 

Squadron of Yeomanry (?)aded in the Bull’s Head Hotel yard 
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