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AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2012 

 

Old Rectory Wins Heritage Award 
 

Three of the independent museums in Loughborough - The Old Rectory Museum, The Great 

Central Railway Museum and the Carillion War Memorial Museum - all expressed similar 

needs for support around managing their collections. A new partnership (Loughborough 

Museums Together Project) was formed with the help of Amanda Hanton, the Volunteer 

Development Officer for Leicestershire CC, to support them with this.  

 

The aim of the project was to recruit a new pool of volunteers to support Loughborough 

Museums and provide a comprehensive training programme to enable those new volunteers 

to fulfill all necessary roles; Modes, accessioning of collections, care of collections, labeling, 

documentation, photography etc  

 

A very successful event was held at Loughborough Library when 30 new volunteers of all ages 

and background were recruited. After 

visiting each museum the new volunteers 

indicated which one they would like to be 

involved with and those that chose the 

Old Rectory have been meeting there 

every Wednesday morning since January. 

Grants financed training, the purchase of a 

laptop and the MODES software, to 

enable the museum’s objects to be 

digitally catalogued, and the recruitment of 

a paid volunteer support worker who 

attended each session at each museum for 

six months giving advice on collections 

care and management.  

 

“Great introduction into museums work and what was going to be expected.”  

“Lots of team work, everyone works well and efficiently. Lots of interesting artifacts. Shows reality 

of ‘behind the scenes’ work in a small museum.” 

 

Objects have been cleaned (if needed), described, accessioned, index cards updated and 

information passed to the Modes imputers. For example a large collection of tile fragments 

from Garendon Abbey has finally been accessioned and labelled using museum quality 

materials and processes. A location list has also been created listing all objects within the 

museum and their whereabouts. Also  the task of photographing every object has begun.   
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The new volunteers at The Old Rectory 

have also helped to care for the 

collection of gravestones held within the 

grounds of museum. Ivy was cleared 

from the headstones, details such as 

measurements were taken and finally 

they were marked with accession 

numbers. 

 

“Fun clearing up the gravestones, a pleasant 

morning.” 

“A good session - al fresco conservation.” 

 

 

One of the volunteers has begun to research 

the people they commemorate.  

 

“This volunteer project has transformed the 

museum into a hive of activity, it’s definitely the 

busiest I’ve seen it in many years”- (Ernie Miller, 

who works alongside new volunteers.) 

 

The Loughborough museums project was even 

extended to other museums when volunteers 

from Loughborough shared their knowledge of 

Modes with volunteers at Diseworth Heritage 

Centre.  

 

The project had been such a success it was decided by the new volunteers from all the 

museums that they would enter the project into this year’s Leicestershire & Rutland Heritage 

Awards. Their efforts were rewarded at the Award evening at Snibston on 19th July when the 

project won the Award for Collections Care & Development.  (See www.lrhf.org.uk)  

 

And to the future…. 

 

We hope to continue to work together with the other Loughborough museums when we 

have needs in common. 

 

And as for the Old Rectory volunteers? Although the funded project officially finished in June 

we started so we’ll finish, although there are many things we could be doing one of which is 

we have on dry days finally been into the Parish churchyard and tried to locate all the 

gravestones so thoroughly catalogued in the Society’s book. It has not been easy due to the 

rearrangement of stones as part of the Parish Green Project but we are getting there 

including finding a few not recorded before. 

So if you are free on Wednesday mornings why not pop in and see us? 

Janet Slatter  

with comments from the volunteers 

 

http://www.lrhf.org.uk/
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Winter Programme  
 

The first meeting of the 2012/2013 LAHS winter programme is to be held at    

7 pm on Saturday October 6th.  See below for details of the talks for the year. 

 

From this autumn, society talks will take place in the James France Building at the 

University.  Directions to James France are as follows:- continue past the Brockington 

Building and turn right into Margaret Keay Road. The building is opposite the Ashleigh 

Road entrance to the University. There is ample parking available and we have a ground 

floor room. 

  

In January, the members' afternoon will be held in the Stuart Mason Building which is 

next to Brockington. 

 

Annual membership subscriptions are due for payment and once again we ask members 

to make payment by cheque to speed up administration at the beginning of meetings 

and to help with accounting procedures.  Cheques can be handed to the Treasurer prior 

to talks or posted to his home address, listed on the back page of this newsletter.  

Subscription rates are: 

Full paying individuals  £12.50 

Concessions £10.00 

Family subscription (2 adults + children) £25.00 
 

Please make cheques payable to Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society. 

 
Bog Bodies - Colin Groves 

October 6th 2012 - 7:00 pm 

(James France Building) 

 

Loughborough Carillon Tower & War Memorial - Mel Gould 

Dec 1st 2012 - 7:00 pm 

(James France Building) 

 

Members Afternoon 

January 5th 2013 - 2:00 pm 

(Stuart Mason Building) 

 

Framework Knitting - Prof Marilyn Palmer 

February 2nd 2013 - 7:00 pm 

(James France Building) 

 

Eleanor of Castille - Julie Ede 

March 2nd 2013 - 7:00 pm 

(James France Building) 

 

Glass Slide Detective - John Carpenter 

April 6th 2013 - 7:00 pm 

(James France Building) 

 

For more information visit www.loughboroughpastandpresent.org 
 

http://www.loughboroughpastandpresent.org/
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Cotes Lamps mystery 
 

 

Whilst enjoying walks along 

the path from Loughborough 

towards Cotes I have been 

intrigued over the years by 

what appear to be very old 

lamps attached to the small 

bridge over a hollow in the 

field. 
 

These are on both sides of 

the bridge and cannot be seen 

from the road. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Does any member know anything about them such as their purpose or how old they are? 

 

Mick Allen 
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Appeal launched to 

preserve a unique 

‘cottage’ 
 
The National Trust have announced 

they have been offered ownership of 

Stoneywell Cottage at Ulverscroft, near 

Markfield, an Arts and Crafts property 

constructed as a summer retreat by 

Leicester-born architect-designer    

Ernest W Gimson. 

 

 

The Arts and Crafts Movement, which started in the UK and spread across the world, was 

concerned with celebrating and preserving craftsmanship and promoted the use of 

traditional skills for making beautiful but useful objects from natural materials.  Ernest 

Gimson was a major contributor to the Movement, whose work continues to inspire 

designers to this day. 

 

Ernest was born in Leicester in 1864, the son of 

successful engineer and iron foundry owner Josiah 

Gimson.  Under the patronage of William Morris and 

his associates, Gimson was an established designer and 

architect by the time he constructed Stoneywell 

Cottage in his mid-thirties.  The Gimson family had 

enjoyed rambling and camping in the Ulverscroft area of 

Charnwood Forest since their youth and were offered 

plots of land close to the ruins of the priory by local 

farmer and family friend James Billson.   

 

 

Stoneywell is one of a pair of homes Gimson designed 

and built for his brothers Sydney and Mentor and has 

remained in the Gimson family since it was completed 

in 1898.  It is one of only a handful of notable Arts and 

Crafts houses in England and the only remaining cottage 

of its kind in Leicestershire.  

 

 

As well as the cottage, gardens, outbuildings and woodland, Stoneywell still contains much 

of its original, purpose built furniture, and being brought under the jurisdiction of the 

National Trust would mean the preservation of a significant archive of historical material 

for the nation.  The Trust has been offered the opportunity to buy the property by Donald 

Gimson, Ernest’s great-nephew, and have set up a campaign to raise the funds needed to 

enable them to do this. 

Ernest W Gimson 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leicester
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engineer
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Donations to the National Trust’s appeal to buy 

Stoneywell can be made on-line at 

https://join.nationaltrust.org.uk/donate/oneoff/ or by 

phoning us on 0844 800 1895, with further information on 

the appeal to be found on 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/get-

involved/donate/current-appeals/stoneywell-appeal/  

 

More information about Ernest Gimson and his work can 

be found on the Leicester Arts and Museums Service 

website at  

http://gimson.leicester.gov.uk/gimsonpage/gimson-as-an-

architect/gimsons-cottages-in-the-charnwood-

forest/stoneywell-cottage/  

 
Our thanks to Leicester City Council for their kind permission to 

use the photographs accompanying this article. 

 

 

International visitors to Old Rectory Museum 
 
A party of teachers from Bangladesh 

visited the Old Rectory Museum in July as 

part of a trip to Loughborough on the 

British Council’s Connecting Classrooms 

project.   

 

The teachers - Mr Mohammad Yusuf Ali, 

Mr Mohammad Rafiqul Islam and Mrs 

Abida Khatun - were representatives of 

five schools from the Habiganj region of 

Bangladesh who are partnered with three 

schools in Loughborough – Cobden 

Primary School, Rendell Primary School 

and Limehurst High School.   

 

 

The eight schools have collaborated closely through- 

out a three–year project which has seen staff and 

pupils working together on joint curriculum and 

social projects, sharing work and information by post 

and via the internet, and educational staff paying 

visits to one another’s schools.  The visitors - shown 

round the museum by Limehurst teacher and LAHS 

committee member Diane Coppard - enjoyed 

learning a little of the history of Loughborough and 

remarked particularly on the exhibition celebrating 

the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 

Door detail at Stoneywell Cottage 

https://join.nationaltrust.org.uk/donate/oneoff/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/get-involved/donate/current-appeals/stoneywell-appeal/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/get-involved/donate/current-appeals/stoneywell-appeal/
http://gimson.leicester.gov.uk/gimsonpage/gimson-as-an-architect/gimsons-cottages-in-the-charnwood-forest/stoneywell-cottage/
http://gimson.leicester.gov.uk/gimsonpage/gimson-as-an-architect/gimsons-cottages-in-the-charnwood-forest/stoneywell-cottage/
http://gimson.leicester.gov.uk/gimsonpage/gimson-as-an-architect/gimsons-cottages-in-the-charnwood-forest/stoneywell-cottage/
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Forthcoming events 

 
Trip to Thrumpton Hall 
 

I’m looking to rally a group of 20 people who would be interested in a tour of Thrumpton 

Hall in Nottinghamshire.  http://www.thrumptonhall.com/latest-events/46-thrumpton-hall-

tours 

 

Those of you who have read ‘In my Fathers House’ by Miranda Seymour will find this tour 

of great interest, as will anyone interested in Jacobean architecture and historic houses. 

The cost is £15 inc tea/coffee and biscuits, there will be an additional cost for anyone 

requiring transport (tbc). At this point I am looking for expressions of interest, dates will 

be confirmed once I know I have a large enough group. If you wish to register your 

interest please email glenda.mcmahon@ntlworld.com giving details of how many places 

you would like, if you would require transport and which day you would prefer (Friday, 

Saturday, Sunday or Monday). 

 

Many thanks and kind regards 

Glenda McMahon 

 

A History of Food - Why is Red  

Leicester red?  
 

Where did the expression ‘humble pie’ come  

from? What’s the link between sausages  

and botox?  

 

Find out at this fascinating talk with an  

emphasis on the East Midlands with  

Dr Matthew O’Callaghan. 

 

Charnwood Museum 

Wednesday 24th October - 7.30pm 

£3 non-members/£1 members  
 

 
 

 

 

Memories wanted!   

All donations gratefully 

received! 
 

Did you know the Old Rectory in its glory 

days?   

 

Were you in Loughborough when it was 

demolished and have memories of that 

time or know stories of it which someone 

else told you?   

 

I’m interested in collecting together 

photographs, memories and stories of the 

Old Rectory with a view to putting 

together a booklet to complement the 

current Old Rectory guide.   

 
If you have anything you would like to 

share with me, please email me at 

mott.the.wordsmith@gmail.com  

or phone me on 01509 210767. 
 

Alison Mott 

http://www.thrumptonhall.com/latest-events/46-thrumpton-hall-tours
http://www.thrumptonhall.com/latest-events/46-thrumpton-hall-tours
mailto:glenda.mcmahon@ntlworld.com
mailto:mott.the.wordsmith@gmail.com
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From a time bound in leather… 

 

A booklet of poetry and prose inspired by the Old Rectory Museum has been published in 

time for National Poetry Day on October 4th.   

 

Titled ‘Ghost Words’, the collection is the result of a 

writers’ workshop held at the Old Rectory in February 

2011 at the request of Loughborough University’s English 

and Drama department.  The fifteen writers who attended 

ranged from established poets to undergraduates and 

members of the public, many visiting the museum for the 

first - though not the last - time.  Writing was stimulated 

by the building and its surroundings, the artefacts on 

display and on historical photographs and news articles 

selected by the workshop leaders.  Drama student Amy 

Petterson filmed sections of the building as part of her 

dissertation project and recorded participants reading out 

their work. 

 

Copies of Ghost Words can be purchased at LAHS talks, from the Old Rectory Museum 

or by contacting Alison Mott (see below).  Priced at £1, they are sold in aid of museum 

funds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all contributors to this newsletter.  If you have an historical specialism or area of 

interest you would like to write about, or something you would like to share in the next Newsletter 

with other members of the LAHS, please post or email your contributions to me at the contact details 

below.  Handwritten submissions are welcome and photographs and illustrations for articles would be 

gratefully received. 

Alison Mott 

 

Loughborough Archaeological and Historical Society is a registered charity. 

New members are always welcome. 

 
Publicity Secretary/Newsletter Editor:   

Alison S Mott, 16 Carington Street, Loughborough, Leics.  LE11 5NF 

Telephone 01509 210767  Email:  mott.the.wordsmith@gmail.com   

 

Society Secretary:  

Sara Haynes, 25 Woodbrook Road, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 3QB   

Telephone 01509 232 953   Email: Sarahaynes1@aol.com  

 

Society Treasurer:  

Malcolm Hill, 22 Sandalwood Road, Loughborough, LE11 3PS 

Telephone: 01509 230 559   Email: MalcolmRHill@aol.com 
 

mailto:david.tarver@btinternet.com
mailto:Sarahaynes1@aol.com
mailto:MalcolmRHill@aol.com

